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It has long been the position of most Muslims that in order for one to be a Muslim they
needed to follow two sources of Islam. The first was the Holy Qur’an, the second was the
Hadith and Sunnah of the Prophet Muhammad. It was stated that the Hadith and Sunnah
explained the Qur’an and supplied details where the Qur’an had none.
In short, there was at least an implicit understanding among Muslims that the Qur’an is an
incomplete source of guidance. This document will demonstrate that the Qur’an is in fact
complete, detailed and sufficient for our guidance.

ٍ ِ ِ َﺷﻬﺮ رﻣﻀﺎ َن ٱﻟﱠ ِﺬ ۤي أُﻧْ ِﺰَل ﻓِ ِﻴﻪ ٱﻟْ ُﻘﺮآ ُن ﻫ ًﺪى ﻟِّﻠﻨ
ِ َﺎت ِﻣﻦ ٱ ْﳍ َﺪ ٰى وٱﻟْ ُﻔﺮﻗ
ﺎن
َ ََ ُ ْ
ُ ْ
ْ َ ُ َ ّ َﱠﺎس َوﺑَـﻴّﻨ

“The month of Ramadan is that in which was revealed the Qur'an, a guidance for mankind,
and clear proofs of the guidance, and the Criterion (of right and wrong).”
(2:185)

ِ ِِ
ِ
ِ ِ
ًﲔ ﻧَ ِﺬﻳﺮا
َ ﺗَـﺒَ َﺎرَك ٱﻟﱠﺬى ﻧَـﱠﺰَل ٱﻟْ ُﻔ ْﺮﻗَﺎ َن َﻋﻠَ ٰﻰ َﻋْﺒﺪﻩ ﻟﻴَ ُﻜﻮ َن ﻟ ْﻠ َﻌﺎﻟَﻤ

“Blessed is He Who hath revealed unto His slave the Criterion (of right and wrong), that he
may be a warner to the peoples.”
(25:1)
We shall first note that the Qur’an is the Criterion (between right and wrong) and a guidance
that Allah has revealed upon humanity, we must therefore analyse the Qur’an to see what it
says about its completeness in this regard. To this end we must analyse the relevant ayahs
on this topic.

ِ
ِ ﱠﺎس ِﰱ ﻫـٰ َﺬا ٱﻟْ ُﻘﺮ
ِ َﰉ أَ ْﻛﺜَـ ُﺮ ٱﻟﻨ
ًﱠﺎس إِﻻﱠ ُﻛ ُﻔﻮرا
ٰ َ آن ِﻣﻦ ُﻛ ِّﻞ َﻣﺜَ ٍﻞ ﻓَﺄ
َ ِ ﺻﱠﺮﻓْـﻨَﺎ ﻟﻠﻨ
َ َوﻟََﻘ ْﺪ
ْ

"And certainly We have repeated for humankind, in this Qur’an, every kind of example, but
the majority of humankind do not consent to anything but denying.”
(17:89)

ِ
ِ ﱠﺎس ِﰱ ﻫـٰ َﺬا ٱﻟْ ُﻘﺮ
آن ِﻣﻦ ُﻛ ِّﻞ َﻣﺜَ ٍﻞ ﻟﱠ َﻌﻠﱠ ُﻬ ْﻢ ﻳَـﺘَ َﺬ ﱠﻛ ُﺮو َن
َ َوﻟََﻘ ْﺪ
َ ِ ﺿَﺮﺑْـﻨَﺎ ﻟﻠﻨ
ْ

“We have put forth for humankind, in this Qur’an, every kind of example so that they may
remember”
(39:27).
Here, Allah tells us that He has given every kind of example for our Guidance within the
Qur’an. Thus, when Allah Himself tells us that every kind of example is within the Qur’an, do
we need to look elsewhere for examples?

We must note that the purpose of the Qur’an dictates in what way it is complete and
detailed; we are told in the Qur’an:

ِ ِ
ِ
ِ ِ ﻚ ٱﻟْ ِﻜﺘَﺎب ﻻَ رﻳ
ﲔ
َ ٰذﻟ
َ ﺐ ﻓﻴﻪ ُﻫ ًﺪى ﻟّْﻠ ُﻤﺘﱠﻘ
َ َْ ُ

“This Book, there is no doubt in it, it is a guide to those who are God conscious”
(2:2)
Here we must note that since the initial audience of the Qur’an were people living in a
desert city 1400 years ago the wordings of some examples may be more relevant to their
surroundings. However, the message of these examples is applicable to all times.
In response to those Muslims who say that the Qur’an is not clear and that other books are
needed to understand/clarify it, you should read the following ayahs:

ۤ
ِ
ٍ ﺎب وﻗُـﺮ
ِ َت ٱﻟْ ِﻜﺘ
ٍ ِآن ﱡﻣﺒ
ﲔ
Mآ
ﻚ
ﻠ
ﺗ
ﺮ
اﻟ
ْ
ُ َ َ َ
َْ

"A. L. R. These are the verses of a Book,- and a clear/clarifying Qur'an. "
(15:1)

ِ
ِ
ﲔ
ِّ َُوَﻣﺎ َﻋﻠﱠ ْﻤﻨَﺎﻩ
ٌ ِٱﻟﺸ ْﻌَﺮ َوَﻣﺎ ﻳَﻨﺒَﻐﻰ ﻟَﻪُ إِ ْن ُﻫ َﻮ إِﻻﱠ ذ ْﻛٌﺮ َوﻗُـ ْﺮآ ٌن ﱡﻣﺒ

"We have not instructed the (Prophet) in Poetry, nor is it befitting for him: this is no less than
a Message and a clear/clarifying Qur'an"
(36:69)

ۤ
ِ
ِ َت ٱﻟْ ِﻜﺘ
ِ ِﺎب ٱﻟْﻤﺒ
ﲔ
Mآ
ﻚ
ﻠ
ﺗ
ﺮ
اﻟ
ْ
ُ َ َ
ُ

"A.L.R. These are the verses of the clear/clarifying Book."
(12:1)

ِ َت ٱﻟْ ِﻜﺘ
ِ ِﺎب ٱﻟْﻤﺒ
ﲔ
َ ﺗِْﻠ
ُ Mآ
َ ﻚ
ُ

"These are verses of the clear/clarifying Book"
(26:2)

ۤ
ِ
ٍ َآن وﻛِﺘ
ٍ ِﺎب ﱡﻣﺒ
ﲔ
َ ﻃﺲ ﺗِْﻠ
ُ Mآ
َ ﻚ
َ ت ٱﻟْ ُﻘ ْﺮ

"Taa seen. These are verses of the Qur'an and a clear/clarifying book"
(27:1)

ِ َت ٱﻟْ ِﻜﺘ
ِ ِﺎب ٱﻟْﻤﺒ
ﲔ
َ ﺗِْﻠ
ُ Mآ
َ ﻚ
ُ

"These are Verses of the clear/clarifying Book."
(28:2)

ِ َوٱﻟْ ِﻜﺘ
ِ ِﺎب ٱﻟْﻤﺒ
ﲔ
ُ
َ

"By the clear/clarifying Book,"
(43:2, 44:2)

ٍ ِ ٍ ﻟﱠَﻘ ْﺪ أَﻧﺰﻟْﻨَﺂ
ٍ  ﻳـﻬ ِﺪى ﻣﻦ ﻳ َﺸﺂء إِ َ ٰﱃ ِﺻﺮXٱ
اط ﱡﻣ ْﺴﺘَ ِﻘﻴ ٍﻢ
َ َ
ُ َ َ ْ َ ُت ﱡﻣﺒَـﻴّﻨَﺎت َو ﱠMآ
َ

We have certainly sent down verses that make things clear. And Allah guides whom He wills
to a straight path.
(24:46)
Please also see 65:11

ٍ
ِ ِ وﻧَـﱠﺰﻟْﻨﺎ ﻋﻠَﻴﻚ ٱﻟْ ِﻜﺘ
ِِ ِ
ﲔ
َ ﺎب ﺗْﺒـﻴَﺎ\ً ﻟّ ُﻜ ِّﻞ َﺷ ْﻲء َوُﻫ ًﺪى َوَر ْﲪَﺔً َوﺑُ ْﺸَﺮ ٰى ﻟ ْﻠ ُﻤ ْﺴﻠﻤ
َ َ َ َْ َ َ

"And We have revealed the Book to you, a clarification/explanation of everything, and a
guidance and mercy and good news for those who submit."
(16:89)
There cannot be any words clearer than this. When Allah says EVERYTHING that means
EVERYTHING. If the Qur’an itself is supposed to explain/clarify everything, what does it
mean to say that the Qur’an can only be explained by other books? It means ignoring the
clear words of Allah.
In other words, the above verse is saying that there is NOTHING (Islamically) that is not
explained by the Qur’an for our guidance. Any Muslim who says that “not everything is in
the Qur’an”, must contemplate these verses and reflect on the logical consequences of
his/her statement. Further, in the cases of 43:2 and 44:2, the clear and clarifying nature of
the Qur’an is mentioned in the form of an oath to bring special attention to this fact.
The Qur'an is a clear guidance to people of all ages and cultures. However, many Muslims
refer to unreliable sources that can corrupt their guidance and potentially add partners to
Allah. The basic reason behind this attitude is their following of tradition and society. When
asked they reply exactly as Allah states:

ِوإِذَا ﻗ
ِ
 ُؤُﻫ ْﻢ ﻻَ ﻳَـ ْﻌ ِﻘﻠُﻮ َنaآ
َﻧﺰَل ﱠ
َ ﻴﻞ َﳍُُﻢ ٱﺗﱠﺒِﻌُﻮا َﻣﺂ أ
َ آ^ءَ َ] أ ََوﻟَ ْﻮ َﻛﺎ َن
َ ُ ﻗَﺎﻟُﻮاْ ﺑَ ْﻞ ﻧَـﺘﱠﺒِ ُﻊ َﻣﺂ أَﻟْ َﻔْﻴـﻨَﺎ َﻋﻠَْﻴﻪXٱ
َ
َ
َﺷْﻴﺌﺎً َوﻻَ ﻳَـ ْﻬﺘَ ُﺪو َن
And when it is said to them, "Follow what Allah has revealed," they say, "Rather, we will
follow that which we found our fathers doing." Even though their fathers understood
nothing, nor were they guided?
(2:170)

We have all heard it, “Are you saying you understand Islam better than all the scholars of the
Muslims which all Muslims follow?!” You would think they would just accept the words of
Allah.
Muslim should accept now that the Qur’an is a clear book that is not in need of explanation
by any other sources, and as per (16:89) that it has all the explanations we need. However,
a common reply of more traditional Muslims is to say that the Qur’an lacks details which the
Hadith literature is needed for. This, even though Allah tells us that all things have been
clarified for us in the Qur’an as well as every example detailed…

Here is what Allah says about the detail in His Book:

ۤ ِ
ِ
ِ ِأَﻓَـﻐَﲑ ﱠ
ًﺎب ُﻣ َﻔ ﱠﺼﻼ
َ َ أَﺑْـﺘَﻐﻰ َﺣ َﻜﻤﺎً َوُﻫ َﻮ ٱﻟﱠﺬي أَﻧَـَﺰَل إِﻟَْﻴ ُﻜ ُﻢ ٱﻟْﻜﺘXٱ
َْ

“Shall I then seek a Ruler other than Allah? When He it is Who has revealed to you the Book
(which is) distinctly detailed”
(6:114)

ِ
ٍ َﺎﻫﻢ ﺑِ ِﻜﺘ
ﺎب ﻓَ ﱠﺼ ْﻠﻨَﺎﻩُ َﻋﻠَ ٰﻰ ِﻋ ْﻠ ٍﻢ ُﻫ ًﺪى َوَر ْﲪَﺔً ﻟَِّﻘ ْﻮٍم ﻳـُ ْﺆِﻣﻨُﻮ َن
ْ ُ ََوﻟََﻘ ْﺪ ﺟْﺌـﻨ

“And certainly We have brought them a Book, which We have detailed with knowledge, a
guidance and mercy for a people who believe”
(7:52)

ۤ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ﺖ ِﻣﻦ ﻟﱠ ُﺪ ْن َﺣ ِﻜﻴ ٍﻢ َﺧﺒِ ٍﲑ
ﻠ
ﺼ
ﻓ
ﰒ
ﻪ
ﺗ
Mآ
ﺖ
ﻤ
ﻜ
ُﺣ
أ
ﺎب
ﺘ
ﻛ
ﺮ
اﻟ
ُﱠ
َ
ْ ّ ُ ُُ َ ْ َ ْ ٌ َ

"A. L. R. A Book with perfected verses, further explained in detail from One Who is Wise and
Well-acquainted"
(11:1)

ِ
ﺗُﻪُ ﻗُـ ْﺮآ\ً َﻋَﺮﺑِﻴّﺎً ﻟَِّﻘ ْﻮٍم ﻳَـ ْﻌﻠَ ُﻤﻮ َنMآ
ْ َﺎب ﻓُ ِّﺼﻠ
ٌ َﻛﺘ
َ ﺖ

“A Book of which the verses are distinctly detailed, an Arabic Qur’an for people who know”
(41:3)
In the face of these verses, the claims of many Muslims are clearly contradictory to the
Qur’anic evidence. Yet, they insist that the Qur’an is not detailed.
Logically speaking, it would not make any sense that a Book that is supposed to clearly
explain Islam in a detailed manner is itself in need of explanation and further detail!
This is only logical, as the Qur’an is meant for everyone and not only for a small set of
scholars. It must be noted that Allah gives distinction to knowledge, and it is indeed
important, but at the same time Allah has supplied the knowledge needed in the Qur’an for
our Guidance. There are certainly aspects of the Qur’an that become more illuminated with
more knowledge, like historical and scientific issues. All these things are stated clearly and
they can be easily accepted as they are and our guidance will not in the least be decreased.
But when we do learn about them by Allah’s leave we merely appreciate more the Glory of
Allah in his revelation. There is of course also the issue of the Arabic language which all
Muslims should take time to learn. However, it is possible to gain access to the guidance
through translations, just not in its full state.
Further to all the verses above, consider the following verse wherein Allah explicitly clarifies
that it is Allah who will explain the Qur’an, not the prophet! This fits in perfectly with the
verses that tell us the Qur’an is clear and detailed.

ِ
ﻚ ﻟِﺘَـ ْﻌ َﺠ َﻞ ﺑِِﻪ‡ إِ ﱠن َﻋﻠَْﻴـﻨَﺎ ﲨَْ َﻌﻪُ َوﻗُـ ْﺮآﻧَﻪُ‡ ﻓَِﺈذَا ﻗَـَﺮأْ َ\ﻩُ ﻓَﭑﺗﱠﺒِ ْﻊ ﻗُـ ْﺮآﻧَﻪُ‡ ﰒُﱠ إِ ﱠن َﻋﻠَْﻴـﻨَﺎ
َ َﻻَ ُﲢَِّﺮْك ﺑِِﻪ ﻟ َﺴﺎﻧ
ُﺑَـﻴَﺎﻧَﻪ

Do not move your tongue concerning the (Qur'an) to hasten it. We shall be responsible for its
collection and its recitation. So when We have recited it [through Gabriel], then follow its
recitation. Then upon Us is its clarification/explanation.
(75:16-19)
The discussion should end here for if the Qur’an is COMPLETE, DETAILED and EXPLAINED
with everything that we need for Guidance, then there is no need to look at another book or
other sources for our Guidance. The opinion of the majority of Muslim scholars as well as of
the religious population is that the Qur’an is in need of elucidation and detailing by other
sources. And they have made these sources as important as the Qur’an, if not more!
Why do I say more? Because if Book A can only be understood using Book(s) B, then Book(s)
B become(s) the criterion for the meaning and contents of Book A. It is these other sources
that have corrupted the practices of Islam and made the Muslim community one that does
not think and is easily led. These sources that have been used to make Muslims accept what
they are told and not question, these sources that made the scholar class a religious
institution that is solely allowed to declare understanding of the revelation.
It should be remembered that this same thing happened in a more extreme form with
Christianity and Judaism. In Judaism the rabbis told the masses that the Torah could only be
understood through them and the Talmud, so the Jews now follow the Talmud and use it to
understand the Torah. Of course they also changed the contents of the Torah.
The Christians not only changed the words they heard, they even added text (for example by
Paul) that is known not to have been said by Jesus (but which was allegedly inspired by
Jesus!). The Christians took the church and its scholars as Lords instead of Allah because
they followed these people against the word of Allah.
What both have done is that they have taken their scholars and priests, now and in the past,
as lords in that they follow what these people say as if it was the word of Allah.
Muslim started to do this a long time ago, they started saying that you could only
understand the Qur’an by the help of the knowledge of scholars and the alleged traditions of
the prophet. Even when the Qur’an states otherwise.

If the Qur’an is Fully Detailed where are the details for ...?
This is something I come across all the time. It manifests itself in questions like: •
•
•
•
•

Where are all the details of salaah?
Where are all the details of Hajj?
Where are all the details of the allowed and forbidden foods?
Where are all the details on how much zakaah to pay?
Etc etc

The fundamental error in all such questions is that it is assumed that whatever is currently
accepted as Islamic practice is necessarily correct or even required. What then happens is
that the completeness of the Qur’an is not judged by its own testimony and contents;
rather, it is judged by the accepted practices which should have been derived from the
Qur’an in the first place! This trend is old, among Muslims and those before them. Muslims

took on practices/beliefs in their religion that had no basis in the Qur’an and then used them
to try to justify the need for hadith.
The correct question is, “Are the current practices of Muslims derived from the Qur’an?”
These kinds of questions as justifications for hadith found forceful, if fatally flawed,
presentation in the works of al Shafi’i: One of al-Shafi’i’s strongest arguments in favor of the need for Hadith had to do with the
details of obligatory religious practices. More than half of Kitab Jima’al-‘ilm and much of the
Risala are devoted to this issue, and this reasoning has been accepted and used by Muslims
ever since.
‘Hadith As Scripture’, pg. 90, Aisha Y. Musa
I stated earlier that what has happened to Islam is reminiscent of what happened to the
Jewish religion, so read the passage below and consider... First some definitions from
Judaism's Strange Gods by Michael Hoffman II: Mishnah. "Repetition." The first book of the Talmud, it constitutes a six part codification of
the formerly oral "tradition of the elders." The Mishnah was written in a Middle Hebrew
jargon and completed in Babylon toward the end of the second century A.D. It constitutes
the basis of the laws (halakhah) of the religion of Judaism.
Midrash. "To search out." A type of rabbinic literature composed mostly between 400 and
1200 A.D., featuring interpolations and fanciful emendations of Biblical texts. How tall was
Adam? Midrash has the answer. What did Cain say to Abel? The Midrash supplies "the
missing dialogue." For those curious about how people passed their time during the Flood,
the always edifying Midrash informs us that Ham sodomized a dog on board Noah's Ark
(Midrash Rabbah 1:292-293).
Talmud. "Instruction." The Talmud is the Holy Writ of the religion of Judaism and constitutes
the binding, formerly oral, tradition of the elders, committed to writing in Babylon toward
the end of the second century A.D., forming the Mishnah. Subsequent books of the Talmud
were composed in Babylon as late as the sixth century A.D. and consist of explanations and
illustrations of the Mishnah. There are also numerous later analyses of the exegesis, forming
a vast compendium of super-fine, lawyerly distinctions. The Mishnah was written in a variant
of Middle Hebrew. The later Talmudic books (Gemara) are written largely in Aramaic
(sometimes called "Syriac" by the rabbis).
From page 24-25 in Judaism's Strange Gods by Michael Hoffman II
Like the Talmud, the Midrash upholds the rabbinic fallacy that the Bible is deficient and
incomplete; that it requires the intervention of Midrashic traditions concocted between 400
and 1200 A.D. to be understood. Barry W. Holtz, Professor at the Jewish Theological
Seminary of America and director of the seminary's Melton Research Center states:
"The Bible is loath to tell us the motivations, feelings, or thoughts of characters. Rarely
giving us descriptive details either of people or places, it is composed in a stark,
uncompromising style. Hence, in the laconic style of the Bible, we find one significant cause
of the necessity of Midrash. "Midrash comes to fill the gaps, to tell us the details the Bible
teasingly leaves out: what did Isaac think as his father took him to be sacrificed? The Bible

doesn't tell us, but Midrash fills it in with rich and varied descriptions. "Why did Cain kill
Abel? Once again the Bible is silent, but Midrash is filled with explanation. How tall was
Adam when he walked in the Garden? "Look to the midrashic materials, not the Bible for
such details... "Where the Bible is mysterious and silent, Midrash comes to unravel the
mystery. "...the Bible often states matters of law without clarification or detail...Observant
Jews today keep separate dishes for milk and meat, but where is that outlined in the Bible?
Nowhere in fact. It was the Midrash of rabbinic Judaism, legal Midrash, that defined the
laws." Barry W. Holtz, "Midrash," Back to the Sources: Reading the Classic Jewish Texts,
(op. cit.), pp. 180-181.
We even have an indication of this mentality from the New Testament:
“So the Pharisees and teachers of the law asked Jesus, “Why don’t your disciples live
according to the tradition of the elders instead of eating their food with defiled hands?”
Mark 7:5 (NIV)
Here the oral traditions that the Pharisees held up with the ‘Torah’, are the Traditions found
in the Mishnah/Talmud now.
Having read the above passages, consider what Allah says about the revelation given to the
Jews in the Qur’an, you find it described similarly to the Qur’an:

ِ ﰒُﱠ آﺗَـﻴـﻨَﺎ ﻣﻮﺳﻰ اﻟْ ِﻜﺘَﺎب َﲤَﺎﻣﺎ ﻋﻠَﻰ اﻟﱠ ِﺬي أَﺣﺴﻦ وﺗَـ ْﻔ
ﺼ ًﻴﻼ ﻟِّ ُﻜ ِّﻞ َﺷ ْﻲ ٍء َوُﻫ ًﺪى َوَر ْﲪَﺔً ﻟﱠ َﻌﻠﱠ ُﻬﻢ
َ ً َ
َ ََ ْ
َ ُ ْ
ِ ْﻢ ﻳـُ ْﺆِﻣﻨُﻮ َنuِّﺑِﻠِ َﻘ ِﺎء َر

Then We gave Moses the Scripture, making complete [Our favour] upon the one who did
good and as a detailed explanation of all things and as guidance and mercy that perhaps in
[the matter of] the meeting with their Lord they would believe.
(6:154)

ِ ﻚ َﻋﻠَﻰ ٱﻟﻨ
ﻚ َوُﻛ ْﻦ ِّﻣ َﻦ
َ ُﱠﺎس ﺑِ ِﺮ َﺳﺎﻻَﺗِﻰ َوﺑِ َﻜﻼَِﻣﻰ ﻓَ ُﺨ ْﺬ َﻣﺂ آﺗَـْﻴـﺘ
َ ُٱﺻﻄََﻔْﻴـﺘ
ْ ﻮﺳ ٰﻰ إِِّﱏ
َ ُﻗَ َﺎل ٰﳝ
ٍﺼﻴﻼً ﻟِّ ُﻜ ِﻞ َﺷﻲ ٍء ﻓَﺨ ْﺬﻫﺎ ﺑِ ُﻘ ﱠﻮة
ِ ٱﻟﺸﱠﺎﻛِ ِﺮﻳﻦ‡ وَﻛﺘَـﺒـﻨَﺎ ﻟَﻪ ِﰱ ٱﻷَﻟْﻮ ِاح ِﻣﻦ ُﻛ ِﻞ َﺷﻲ ٍء ﱠﻣﻮ ِﻋﻈَﺔً وﺗَـ ْﻔ
َ ُ ْ ّ
ْ ْ ّ
ُ ْ َ َ
َ
َ
ِِ
ِ ~ِ ْﻚ •ْﺧ ُﺬوا
ﲔ
َ َﺣ َﺴﻨ َﻬﺎ َﺳﺄ ُْوِرﻳ ُﻜ ْﻢ َد َار ٱﻟْ َﻔﺎﺳﻘ
ْ
ُ َ َ َوأْ ُﻣ ْﺮ ﻗَـ ْﻮَﻣ

[Allah] said, "O Moses, I have chosen you over the people with My messages and My words
[to you]. So take what I have given you and be among the grateful." And We wrote for him
on the tablets of all things - instruction and explanation for all things, [saying], "Take them
with determination and order your people to take the best of it. I will show you the home of
the defiantly disobedient."
(7:144-145)
And yet they felt they needed the Talmud (‘Oral revelation’ and its explanation) and the
words of the Rabbis to explain it and fill in the details. See also Qur’an 5:44-45 which are
commands similar to what Muslims were given.
The patterns of ignoring the word of Allah and adding to the religion is an old and powerful
one, Muslims fell into it with nearly as much zeal as did the Jews. Truly sad. In fact, as the
above quote from the Jewish professor indicates, the same reasons used by Muslims (as

likely pioneered by Shafi’i and his like) can be found in the argumentation of the Talmudic
Jews. What follows is an excerpt from "Book of the Wars of YHWH" by Salmon ben Yeruham
who was a Karaite (scripturalist) Jew of the 10th century arguing against the Talmudic Jews of
his day. A part of this is ‘Refutation of Sa'adiah's 7 Arguments’ which fit in quite nicely with
the series of common questions asked by Muslims seeking to find the Qur’an incomplete.
An excerpt follows: ****
[I] May thy steps be hampered in walking, When thou sayest that my congregation has need
of the Mishnah, In order to know the precise measurements of the ordinances of the ritual
fringe, the lulab, and the booth
And that this is why they arranged it and set it down in writing.
Thou has written lies, for not all ordinances have a definite measurement,
And that is why the length of the fringe is not specified in the Law.
If one should forcefully exhibit this argument, how wilt thou distinguish,
And what answer wilt thou make to him, out of the words of the Divine Testimony?
[II] To heap up more lying words, thou has written and set forth further,
And has said, secondly, that the Mishnah is ancient,
Because in it is explained the precise amount of the heave offering,
So that Israel might know what part of what amount they are to give.
This argument is identical with the preceding,
And the answer to the former argument applies to the latter as well;
No precise amount or sum has been specified for it;
Rather each person is to give as much as he wishes and will meet with no complaint.
[III] Thou has said, thirdly that we have need for the inherited tradition,
In order that we might know what day of the week is Sabbath, so that we might keep it holy.
But the Sabbath is known to all the inhabitants of the world as a day of rest,
From the factual knowledge and reasoning, not merely from reckoning by three, five, and six.
[IV] Though has turned from the right road and has labored much,
When thou has said, fourthly, that we need the Mishnah to know which vessel is capable of
becoming ritually unclean. But thou has erred,
For thou hast not considered the verse, whatsoever vessel it be, wherewith any work is done
(Lev. 11:32)
All such vessels are specified in the Law, if thou wouldst but turn thy heart to it.
[V] Still thou holdest fast to broken arguments,
And hast said, fifthly, that there are ordinances which we must observe, and which are not
explained in the Law Such as prayers, and other ordinances Yet the prayers are not mentioned in Scripture.
Thy mouth has not considered the verse, and ye shall pray unto me (Jer. 29:12);
And prayers are mentioned also in many other places.
Thus, thou hast not remembered, when thou has spoken, the prayer of Daniel, the man
greatly beloved of God.

Therefore I reject from before me all ordinances and statutes which are not written in the
Law.
****
But where are the details for Salaah? Spoken verbatim by those who promoted the Talmud
as a critical source of guidance in Judaism and those who promoted the Hadith as a critical
source of guidance in Islam.
The point here is that the pioneers of the hadith movement, like shafi’i and his like used the
same arguments, almost precisely as the promoters of the Talmud in the Jewish religion did.
It is truly sad and impressive at the same time.
To finish consider these clear verses: -

ۤ ِ
ِ
ِ ِأَﻓَـﻐَﲑ ﱠ
ﺎب ُﻣ َﻔ ﱠ
ًﺼﻼ
َ َ أَﺑْـﺘَﻐﻰ َﺣ َﻜﻤﺎً َوُﻫ َﻮ ٱﻟﱠﺬي أَﻧَـَﺰَل إِﻟَْﻴ ُﻜ ُﻢ ٱﻟْﻜﺘXٱ
َْ

“Shall I then seek a Ruler other than Allah? When He it is Who has revealed to you the Book
(which is) distinctly detailed”
(6:114)
What is the answer of Muslims? Will they answer “Muhammad, his companions, the later
generations and the scholars” or will they answer “No one other than my Lord”.

ِﻳﺚ ﺑـﻌ َﺪ ﱠ
ِت ﱠMﺗِْﻠﻚ آ
ٍ ِ ِ ﭑﳊ ِﻖ ﻓَﺒِﺄ
ِ َ ﻮﻫﺎ َﻋﻠَْﻴ
ﺗِِﻪ ﻳـُ ْﺆِﻣﻨُﻮ َنMآ
ُ َ َ
ْ َ َى َﺣﺪ
َ ُ ﻧَـْﺘـﻠXٱ
َ  َوXٱ
ّ ّ َْ ﻚ ﺑ

These are the verses of Allah which We recite to you in truth. Then in what statement (Lit.
hadith) after Allah and His verses will they believe?
(45:6)
What is the answer of Muslims? Will they answer “The Hadith, Sunnah, figh and ijma’” or
will they answer “Nothing other than your Qur’an my Lord”.

