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Some Muslims site the following Ayah (along with 53:3-4 dealt with in another
document) to advocate giving books of Hadith (with respect to the Sunnah) the very
high status they now hold among Muslims:

لََّق ْد َكا َن لَ ُكم يِف رس ي ي
سنَةٌ لِّ َمن َكا َن يَ ْر ُجو اللَّهَ َوالْيَ ْوَم ْاْل يخَر َوذَ َكَر اللَّهَ َكثي ًريا
ْ ول اللَّه أ
َُ ْ
َ ُس َوةٌ َح

“Certainly you have in the Messenger of Allah an excellent example/pattern for him
who hopes in Allah and the latter day and remembers Allah much”
(33:21).
Muslims therefore rightly say that we need to follow this “excellent example”, they
also say that we can follow this example by following what people reported about him
in the books of Hadith, however the above ayah certainly refers to the Qur’an.
The first and most important point that we must note is that the Qur’an is complete
and fully detailed in its guidance for Muslims. This is the clear conclusion of another
document. Now as a result of the fact that the Qur’an is complete and fully detailed
for our guidance, it is logical to conclude that Allah would also include the example
of the prophet Muhammad that would be excellent. So let us look at some examples
of what Allah tells us in the Qur’an: -

يي
َح ًدا
َ قُ ْل إيََّّنَا أ َْد ُعو َرِِّّب َوََل أُ ْش يرُك به أ

“Say: I only call upon my Lord, and I do not associate (another thing) with Him”
(72:20)
Muhammad associated nothing with Allah.

ي
ات ۙ قَ َ َّ ي
ٍ َوإيذَا تُتْ لَى علَي يهم آياتُنَا ب يِّن
ٍ ت بي ُقر
ي
ۙ ُآن َغ ْيري َٰه َذا أ َْو بَ ِّدلْه
َ َ ْ َْ ٰ
ْ ْين ََل يَ ْر ُجو َن ل َقاءَنَا ائ
َ
َ ال الذ
ي ي ي ي
اف إي ْن
ُ َخ
ََّ وح ٰى إي
َ ل ۙ إي ِّّن أ
َ ُقُ ْل َما يَ ُكو ُن يل أَ ْن أُبَ ِّدلَهُ من ت ْل َقاء نَ ْفسي ۙ إي ْن أَتَّبي ُع إيََّل َما ي
اب يَ ْوٍم َع يظي
ُ صْي
َ ت َرِِّّب َع َذ
َ َع
“But when Our Clear Ayaat are recited to them, those who rest not their hopes in
meeting with Us, say ‘Bring us a Qur’an other than this, or change this’. Say: ‘It is
not for me, of my own accord, to change it. I follow naught but what is revealed to
me; surely I fear, if I disobey my Sustainer, the punishment of a mighty day’.”
(10:15)

Muhammad follows nothing except that which Allah reveals to him.

َي َشي ٍء أَ ْكب ر َشهاد ًة ۙ قُ يل اللَّه ۙ َش يهيد ب ي ين وب ي نَ ُكم ۙ وأ ي
ل َٰه َذا الْ ُق ْرآ ُن
ََّ ُوح َي إي
َ َ ُ َ ْ ُّ قُ ْل أ
ُ
َ ْ َْ َ ْ َ
يِل ي
ُنذ َرُكم بييه َوَمن بَلَ َغ

Say, "What thing is greatest in testimony?" Say, “Allah is witness between you and
me; and this Qur’an has been revealed to me that with it I may warn you and
whomsoever it reaches.”
(6:19)
Muhammad warns by the Qur’an.

يي
إينَّا أَنزلْنَا إيلَي َ ي
ي
اْل ِّق ليتَح ُكم ب ْي الن ي ي
يما
َ َّاس ِبَا أ ََر َاك اللَّهُ ۙ َوََل تَ ُكن لِّلْ َخائن
َ ْ َ َ ْ َْ اب بي
ْ َ
َ َك الْكت
ً ْي َخص

“Surely We have revealed the Book to you with the truth that you may judge between
people by means of that which Allah has shown you; and be not an advocate on
behalf of the treacherous.”
(4:105)

ي
وأَنزلْنَا إيلَي َ ي
ي
ْي ي َديْ يه يمن الْ يكتَ ي
اح ُكم بَْي نَ ُهم
ْ اب بي
ْ َاب َوُم َهْيمنًا َعلَْيه ۙ ف
ْ ََ
َ اْلَ ِّق ُم
َ َك الْكت
َ َ ْ َص ِّدقًا لِّ َما ب
َ
ي
... َنزَل اللَّهُ ۙ َوََل تَتَّبي ْع أ َْه َواءَ ُه ْم َع َّما َجاءَ َك يم َن ا ْْلَ ِّق
َ ِبَا أ
ي
ي
وك َعن بَ ْع ي
َ ُاح َذ ْرُه ْم أَن يَ ْفتين
َُنزَل اللَّه
ْ َنزَل اللَّهُ َوََل تَتَّبي ْع أ َْه َواءَ ُه ْم َو
ْ َوأَن
َ ض َما أ
َ اح ُكم بَْي نَ ُهم ِبَا أ
... ك
َ إيلَْي
And We have revealed to you the Book in truth, confirming that which preceded it of
the Scripture and as a criterion over it. So judge between them by what Allah has
revealed and do not follow their inclinations away from what has come to you of the
truth…
And judge between them by what Allah has revealed and do not follow their
inclinations and beware of them, lest they tempt you away from some of what Allah
has revealed to you….
(5:48-49)

Muhammad judged only by the Qur’an.

َّ ي
ي
ي
ي
ي ي
اب
َّ اب ُم َف
ُ َين آتَْي ن
َ أَفَغَْي َر اللَّه أَبْتَغي َح َك ًما َوُه َو الَّذي أ
َ َاه ُم الْكت
َ ََنزَل إيلَْي ُك ُم الْكت
َ ص ًًل ۙ َوالذ
ي
ي
ين
ْ ك بي
َ ِّيَ ْعلَ ُمو َن أَنَّهُ ُمنَ َّزل ِّمن َّرب
َ اْلَ ِّق ۙ فَ ًَل تَ ُكونَ َّن م َن الْ ُم ْم ََت

“Shall I then seek a Ruler other than Allah? When He it is Who has revealed to you
the Book (which is) distinctly elucidated;”
(6:114)
Muhammad seeks no one else to make rules and laws for him other than Allah.

يي
َح ًدا
َ قُ ْل إيََّّنَا أ َْد ُعو َرِِّّب َوََل أُ ْش يرُك به أ
ي
ضًّرا َوََل َر َش ًدا
ُ قُ ْل إي ِّّن ََل أ َْمل
َ ك لَ ُك ْم
ي ي ي
َحد َولَ ْن أ يَج َد يمن ُدونييه ُم ْلتَ َح ًدا
َ قُ ْل إي ِّّن لَن ُُي َرييّن م َن اللَّه أ
ص اللَّه ورسولَه فَيإ َّن لَه نَار جهن ي ي
يي
ي
ين في َيها أَبَ ًدا
ُ ُ َ َ َ إيََّل بًََل ًغا ِّم َن اللَّه َوير َس َاَلته ۙ َوَمن يَ ْع ي
َ َّم َخالد
َ ََ َ ُ

“Say: “I call only upon my Lord and do not associate anyone else with Him.” Say: “I
have no control over any good or evil that befalls you.” Say: “No one can protect me
from Allah and I will never find any refuge apart from Him. My mission is only to
make known His Messages.” “As for one who disobeys Allah and His Messenger, he
shall abide in the Fire of Hell, remaining in it timelessly, for ever and ever.””
(72:20-23)
Muhammad’s only mission is to proclaim the message, and Muhammad also seeks
refuge in no one else other than Allah.

يي
ي ي
ي
ْي َرءُوف َّريحي
َ ُّم َح يريص َعلَْي ُكم بيالْ ُم ْؤمن
ْ لََق ْد َجاءَ ُك ْم َر ُسول ِّم ْن أَن ُفس ُك ْم َع يزيز َعلَْيه َما َعنت
ي
ٰ
َّ ي
ي
ب الْ َع ْر يش الْ َع يظي يم
ُّ ت ۙ َوُه َو َر
ُ ِْب اللَّهُ ََل إيلَهَ إيََّل ُه َو ۙ َعلَْيه تَ َوَّكل
َ فَإن تَ َول ْوا فَ ُق ْل َح ْس

“Certainly a Messenger has come to you from among yourselves; grievous to him is
your falling into distress, concerned over you; to the believers (he is) compassionate.
But if they turn back, say: Allah is sufficient for me, there is no god but He; on Him
do I rely, and He is the Lord of mighty power.”
(9:128-129)
Muhammad was concerned about the welfare of the souls of his people and he was
compassionate with the believers.

قُل يا أ َْهل الْ يكتَ ي
اب تَ َعالَ ْوا إي َ َٰل َكلي َم ٍة َس َو ٍاء بَْي نَ نَا َوبَْي نَ ُك ْم أَََّل نَ ْعبُ َد إيََّل اللَّهَ َوََل نُ ْش يرَك بييه َشْيئًا َوََل
َ َْ
ي
ضا أَربابا ِّمن د ي
ون اللَّ يه ۙ فَيإن تَ َولَّ ْوا فَ ُقولُوا ا ْش َه ُدوا بيأَنَّا ُم ْسلي ُمو َن
ُ يَتَّخ َذ بَ ْع
ُ ً َ ْ ً ضنَا بَ ْع
“Say, “People of the Book! Let us come to an agreement: that we should worship
none but Allah and not associate any partners with Him and not set up mortals as
gods besides Allah.” If they refuse, say, “Bear witness that we are Muslims.””
(3:64)

Muhammad took part in interfaith dialogue calling other peoples to accept Allah
alone. And there is more…

Muslims read these ayahs from the Qur’an, but they still insist that they are following
the example of the Prophet. Let us see if this is accurate:








The Prophet followed only the Qur’an.
o Are Muslims following anything else besides the Qur’an? If they are,
then they are NOT following the example of the Prophet.
The Prophet warned and taught only by the Qur’an.
o Are Muslims using anything else besides the Qur’an to teach and
warn? If they are, then they are NOT following the example of the
Prophet.
The Prophet judged only by the Qur’an.
o Are Muslims using anything else besides the Qur’an to judge? If they
are, then they are NOT following the example of the Prophet.
The prophet sought no one else as a source of rules and commands other than
Allah.
o Are Muslims seeking any other sources of rules and commands other
than Allah (for example, Hadith, scholars’ fatwas etc…)? If they are,
then they are not following the example of the prophet.
Etc…

We must consider that the Prophet Muhammad was born into an Arab culture with
many man-made traditions – he wore the clothes that they wore; he had a beard and so
did the kuffar among the enemies of the Muslims; he ate as they did, with his hands
and they probably always sat on the floor and they probably wore turbans or cloths on
their heads etc…
The question is: are we to follow such cultural examples that the prophet followed?
Are these the things that will make us better Muslims? Or is there another aspect of
the example of the prophet that we must follow (mentioned above)? The answer is
obvious.
As a point of interest and relevance to the discussion of Sunnah (example) and it
being followed, we must note that Allah commanded the Prophet Muhammad and all
of us through him that we all must follow the Prophet Ibrahim:

ي ي َّ ي ي
َّ
يم َحنيي ًفا َوَما َكا َن يم َن الْ ُم ْش يركيي
َ قُ ْل
َ ص َد َق اللهُ ۙ فَاتَّب ُعوا ملةَ إبْ َراه

“Say: ‘Allah speaks the Truth: follow the religion of Ibrahim, the sane in faith; he
was not of the Pagans.”
(3:95)

ي
إي َّن إيب ر ياهيم َكا َن أ َُّمةً قَانيتًا لِّلَّ يه حنيي ًفا وََل ي ُ ي
ْي
َ ك م َن الْ ُم ْش يرك
ََْ َ
َ َْ
ٍ َشاكيرا ِِّلَنْع يم يه ۙ اجتَباه وه َداه إي َ َٰل يصر
اط ُّم ْستَ يقي
ُ ََ ُ َ ْ
ُ ً
َ
وآتَي نَاه يِف الدُّنْيا حسنَةً ۙ وإينَّه يِف ْاْل يخرةي لَ يمن َّ يي
ْي
َ الصاْل
ُ َ
ُ ْ َ
َ َ
ََ َ
ي
ي
ك أ يَن اتَّبيع يملَّةَ إيب ر ياه ي
ْي
َ ُُثَّ أ َْو َحْي نَا إيلَْي
َ يم َحني ًفا ۙ َوَما َكا َن م َن الْ ُم ْش يرك
ْ
َ َْ

“Surely Ibrahim was an exemplar, obedient to Allah, upright, and he was not of the
polytheists. He showed his gratitude for the favours of Allah, who chose him, and
guided him to a Straight Way. And We gave him Good in this world, and he will be, in
the Hereafter, in the ranks of the Righteous. So We have taught you the inspiration,
‘Follow the ways of Ibrahim the True in Faith, and he joined not gods with Allah.”
(16:120-123)

ومن أَحسن يدينًا ِِّّمَّن أَسلَم وجهه ليلَّ يه وهو ُُمْ يسن واتَّبع يملَّةَ إيب ر ياه ي
ُيم َحني ًفا ۙ َو َّاَّتَ َذ اللَّه
ََ َ
ُ َ ْ ْ ََ
ََُ ُ َ ْ َ َ ْ ْ
َ َْ
ي ي
يم َخلي ًيًل
َ إبْ َراه

“Who could have a better religion than someone who submits himself completely to
Allah and is a good-doer, and follows the religion of Ibrahim, a man of pure natural
belief? Allah took Ibrahim as an intimate friend.”
(4:125)

قَ ْد َكانَت لَ ُكم أُسوةٌ حسنةٌ يِف إيب ر ياه َّ ي
...ُين َم َعه
ََ َ َ ْ ْ ْ
َ يم َوالذ
َ َْ
ي
...سنَةٌ لِّ َمن َكا َن يَ ْر ُجو اللَّهَ َوالْيَ ْوَم ْاْل يخَر
ْ لََق ْد َكا َن لَ ُك ْم في يه ْم أ
َ ُس َوةٌ َح

There has already been for you an excellent pattern/example in Abraham and those
with him,…
There has certainly been for you in them an excellent pattern/example for anyone
whose hope is in Allah and the Last Day…
(60:4,6)
In Ibrahim we have an excellent example to be followed.
So it is required of us to follow Ibrahim. The question is how do we follow him? The
Qur’an does not point us to any other books that we must seek in order to follow the
best example of Prophet Ibrahim, where are his books of Hadith? Does this mean that
today we cannot follow his best example?
We must again consider, is it the cultural patterns of the days of Ibrahim (clothes,
eating habits etc…) that we must follow or some other part of his example?
Allah tells us of the EXEMPLARY conduct of the Prophet Ibrahim in the Qur’an that
we are supposed to follow. We are not left to search other obscure sources for this
information…

ال أَفَتَ عب ُدو َن يمن د ي ي
ضُّرُك ْم
ُ َون اللَّه َما ََل يَن َف ُع ُك ْم َشْيئًا َوََل ي
ُ
ُ ْ َ َق
ُف لَّ ُكم وليما تَعب ُدو َن يمن د ي
ون اللَّ يه ۙ أَفَ ًَل تَ ْع يقلُو َن
ُ
ُ ْ َ َ ْ ٍّ أ

“He said: What! Do you then serve besides Allah what brings you not any benefit at
all, nor does it harm you? Fie on you and on what you serve besides Allah; what! Do
you not then understand? ”
(21:66-67)

ي
ي
ال إيب ر ياه ي ي
ي
ٍ ض ًَل ٍل ُّمبي
ْي
َ َصنَ ًاما آِلَةً ۙ إي ِّّن أ ََر َاك َوقَ ْوَم
َ ك يِف
ْ يم ِلَبييه َآزَر أَتَتَّخ ُذ أ
ُ َ ْ َ ََوإ ْذ ق

“Lo! Ibrahim said to his father Azar: Take you idols for gods? For I see you and your
people in manifest error.”
(6:74)

ٍ ض ًَل ٍل ُّمبي
ْي
َ َق
َ ال لََق ْد ُكنتُ ْم أَنتُ ْم َوآبَا ُؤُك ْم يِف

“He said, ‘Indeed you have been in manifest error - you and your fathers.”
(21:54)

َي
ُّ اف َما أَ ْشَرْكتُ ْم َوََل ََّتَافُو َن أَنَّ ُك ْم أَ ْشَرْكتُم بياللَّ يه َما ََلْ يُنَ ِّزْل بييه َعلَْي ُك ْم ُسلْطَانًا ۙ فَأ
ُ َخ
َ َوَكْي
َفأ
الْ َف يري َق ْ ي
َح ُّق بي ْاِل َْم ين ۙ إين ُكنتُ ْم تَ ْعلَ ُمو َن
َ ْي أ
“And how should I fear what you have set up (with Him), while you do not fear that
you have set up with Allah that for which He has not sent down to you any authority;
which then of the two parties is surer of security, if you know?”
(6:81)

Ibrahim was brave in speaking the truth to the family, people and elders around him.

إي ْذ قَ َ ي ي
ت يَل تَعب ُد ما ََل يسمع وََل ي ب ي
ي
نك َشْيئًا
َ ص ُر َوََل يُ ْغ ين َع
ُْ َ ُ َ ْ َ َ ُ ْ َ َال ِلَبييه يَا أَب
يا أَب ي
ك فَاتَّبي ْع ين أ َْه يد َك يصَراطًا َس يويًّا
َ ت إي ِّّن قَ ْد َجاءَيّن يم َن الْعيلْ يم َما ََلْ يَأْتي
َ َ
ي
ي
ح ين ع ي
ي
صيًّا
َ َٰ ْ يَا أَبَت ََل تَ ْعبُد الشَّْيطَا َن ۙ إي َّن الشَّْيطَا َن َكا َن ل َّلر
ح ين فَتَ ُكو َن ليلشَّيطَ ي
ي
ان َولييًّا
َّ ك َع َذاب ِّم َن
ُ َخ
َ اف أَن ََيَ َّس
َٰ ْ الر
َ يَا أَبَت إي ِّّن أ
ْ
ي
ي ي
قَ َ ي
َّك ۙ َو ْاه ُج ْريّن َملييًّا
َ يم ۙ لَئين ََّلْ تَنتَ يه َِل َْر ُُجَن
َ ال أ ََراغب أ
ُ َنت َع ْن آِلَيِت يَا إبْ َراه
ال س ًَلم علَيك ۙ سأ ي
ك َرِِّّب ۙ إينَّهُ َكا َن يِّب َح يفيًّا
َ ََستَ ْغف ُر ل
ْ َ َ ْ َ َ َ َق
وأ َْعتَ يزلُ ُكم وما تَ ْدعو َن يمن د ي
ون اللَّ يه َوأ َْد ُعو َرِِّّب َع َس ٰى أَََّل أَ ُكو َن بي ُد َع ياء َرِِّّب َش يقيًّا
ُ
ُ ََ ْ
َ

“Remember when he said to his father, 'Father, why do you worship what can neither
hear nor see and is not of any use to you at all? Father, knowledge which never
reached you has come to me, so follow me and I will guide you to the right path.
Father, do not worship Satan. Satan was disobedient to the All-Merciful. Father, I am
afraid that a punishment from the All-Merciful will afflict you, and turn you into a
comrade of Satan.' He said, 'Do you forsake my gods, Ibrahim? If you do not stop, I
will stone you. Keep away from me for a good long time.' He said, 'Peace be upon
you. I will ask my Lord to forgive you. He has always honoured me. I will separate
myself from you and all you call upon besides Allah and I will call upon my Lord. It
may well be that, in calling on my Lord, I will not be disappointed.'”
(19:42-48)
Ibrahim openly speaks the truth and even leaves his family and people and their
idolatry and their enmity to Allah.

ٍ ي
ي ي
وما َكا َن استي ْغ َفار إيب ر ياه ي ي
َ َّ َيم ِلَبييه إيََّل َعن َّم ْوع َدة َو َع َد َها إييَّاهُ فَلَ َّما تَب
ُْي لَهُ أَنَّهُ َع ُد  ٌّو لِّلَّه تَبَ َّرأَ منْه
ََ
َ َْ ُ ْ
ۙ إي َّن إيب ر ي
يم َِل ََّواه َحليي
اه
َ َْ

“Ibrahim would not have asked forgiveness for his father but for a promise he made
to him, and when it became clear to him that he was an enemy of Allah, he renounced
him. Ibrahim was tender-hearted and forbearing.”
(9:114)
Ibrahim renounces his own father once it becomes clear to him that his father is an
enemy to Allah.

ي ي ي
يم َْلَلييم أ ََّواه ُّمنييب
َ إ َّن إبْ َراه

“Most surely Ibrahim was forbearing, tender-hearted, oft-returning (to Allah).”
(11:75)

ٍ ي
ي ي
وما َكا َن استي ْغ َفار إيب ر ياه ي ي
َ َّ َيم ِلَبييه إيََّل َعن َّم ْوع َدة َو َع َد َها إييَّاهُ فَلَ َّما تَب
ُْي لَهُ أَنَّهُ َع ُد  ٌّو لِّلَّه تَبَ َّرأَ منْه
ََ
َ َْ ُ ْ
ي ي ي
يم َِل ََّواه َحليي
َ ۙ إ َّن إبْ َراه

“And Ibrahim asking forgiveness for his father was only owing to a promise which he
had made to him; but when it became clear to him that he was an enemy of Allah, he
declared himself to be clear of him; most surely Ibrahim was very tender-hearted
forbearing.”
(9:114)
Ibrahim was merciful and tender-hearted.

ي ي
ث أَن َجاءَ بيعي ْج ٍل
َ َيم بيالْبُ ْشَر ٰى قَالُوا َس ًَل ًما ۙ ق
َ ال َس ًَلم ۙ فَ َما لَبي
ْ ََولََق ْد َجاء
َ ت ُر ُسلُنَا إبْ َراه
ٍ حني
يذ
َ

“And certainly Our messengers came to Ibrahim with good news. They said: Peace.
Peace, said he, and he made no delay in bringing a roasted calf.”
(11:69)
He was a good host to his guests. And there is more…
Thus by reading the Qur’an we see a man who worshipped ONLY Allah and who
openly proclaimed the truth and stood for it and renounced all around him who
opposed it and even travelled away from them and their idolatry. He stood up to and
criticized the elders and customs and religions of his time, but at the same time he was
soft hearted and merciful. This is the example, the BEST example we are to follow
and not what he wore and how long his beard was or anything like this.
In the Muslim world today we see most Muslims following other texts in addition to
the Qur’an, implying that it is incomplete and insufficient for guidance, and giving
scholars the authority to give religious fatwas etc… This is a far cry from the

examples of the prophets who followed only the revelation that came with them, that
judged only by the revelation that came with them and questioned the authorities.

