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This document will deal with what was the social role of Muhammad as distinct from his role
as a messenger of the Message of the Qur’an. This is to answer the question often raised
“Was Muhammad just a mouthpiece for the Qur’an and nothing else?”.
As part of this social role, Muhammad was indeed to be obeyed as the leader of the
community, but this is in a manner distinct from the obedience to word of Allah.

ِ
ِ
ِ
ﲔ
َ ﺎت ﻳـُﺒَﺎﻳِ ْﻌَﻨ
ٰﻳﺄَﻳﱡـ َﻬﺎ ٱﻟﻨِ ﱡ
َ ﻚ َﻋﻠَ ٰﻰ أَن ﻻﱠ ﻳُ ْﺸ ِﺮْﻛ َﻦ ﺑِﭑﻟﻠﱠﻪ َﺷْﻴﺌﺎً َوﻻَ ﻳَ ْﺴ ِﺮﻗْ َﻦ َوﻻَ ﻳَـ ْﺰﻧ
ُ َﱠﱮ إِ َذا َﺟﺂءَ َك ٱﻟْ ُﻤ ْﺆﻣﻨ
ٍ ﻚ ﻓِﻰ ﻣﻌﺮ
ٍ ِ ِوﻻَ ﻳـ ْﻘﺘُـْﻠﻦ أَوﻻَدﻫ ﱠﻦ وﻻَ ﻳﺄْﺗ
ِ
ِِ
ِ ِ َ ْ ﺎن ﻳـ ْﻔ َِﱰﻳﻨَﻪُ ﺑـ
وف
َ َ َ َُ ْ َ َ َ
ُ ْ َ َ َﲔ أَﻳْﺪﻳﻬ ﱠﻦ َوأ َْر ُﺟﻠﻬ ﱠﻦ َوﻻَ ﻳَـ ْﻌﺼﻴﻨ
َ
َ َﲔ ﺑﺒُـ ُﻬﺘ
ِ ﻓَـﺒﺎﻳِﻌﻬ ﱠﻦ وٱﺳﺘـ ْﻐ ِﻔﺮ َﳍ ﱠﻦ ٱﻟﻠﱠﻪ إِ ﱠن ٱﻟﻠﱠﻪ َﻏ ُﻔ
ﻴﻢ
َ ُ ْ َْ َ ُ ْ َ
ٌ َ
ٌ ﻮر ﱠرﺣ

“O Prophet! when believing women come to you giving you a pledge that they will not
associate aught with Allah, and will not steal, and will not commit fornication, and will not
kill their children, and will not bring a calumny which they have forged of themselves, and
will not disobey you in what is good, accept their pledge, and ask forgiveness for them from
Allah; surely Allah is Forgiving, Merciful.”
(60:12)
Muhammad judges by what is revealed to him, if he errs in this he is not to be obeyed as he
has not the right of Allah to be absolutely obeyed. The reality is that when the Qur’an was
not being revealed to him, Muhammad had to judge by it and lead his people in that regard,
in this sense he was to be obeyed as the leader of the Muslims who in his capacity ruled by
the Qur’an. The obedience to him was however not absolute, it was only in what was good.

ِ ِ ٍ وﻣﺂ أَرﺳﻠْﻨﺎ ِﻣﻦ ﱠرﺳ
َ ُﺎع ﺑِِﺈ ْذ ِن ٱﻟﻠﱠ ِﻪ َوﻟَْﻮ أَﻧـﱠ ُﻬ ْﻢ إِذ ﻇﱠﻠَ ُﻤۤﻮاْ أَﻧْـ ُﻔ َﺴ ُﻬ ْﻢ َﺟﺂء
ْﭑﺳﺘَـ ْﻐ َﻔ ُﺮوا
َ َﻮل أﻻﱠ ﻟﻴُﻄ
َ َ ْ ََ
ُ
ْ َوك ﻓ
ُ ٱﺳﺘَـ ْﻐ َﻔ َﺮ َﳍُ ُﻢ ٱﻟﱠﺮ ُﺳ
ًﻮل ﻟََﻮ َﺟ ُﺪواْ ٱﻟﻠﱠﻪَ ﺗَـ ﱠﻮاﺑﺎً ﱠرِﺣﻴﻤﺎ
ْ ٱﻟﻠﱠﻪَ َو

“We sent no Messenger except to be obeyed by Allah’s permission . If only when they
wronged themselves they had come to you and asked Allah’s forgiveness and the Messenger
had asked forgiveness for them they would have found Allah Ever-Returning, Most Merciful.”
(4:64)
Every prophet that Allah has sent was to be obeyed by Allah’s permission as part of the
prophet’s mission, as mentioned also in 60:12, so this not something new. And as
Muhammad is dead, we have no obligation to obey him (he is no longer the leader of the
Muslims); hence we obey what he proclaimed, the Qur’an.

ِ ﻗُﻞ إِن ُﻛﻨﺘﻢ ُِﲢﺒﱡﻮ َن ٱﻟﻠﱠﻪ ﻓَﭑﺗﱠﺒِﻌﻮﻧِﻰ ُﳛﺒِﺒ ُﻜﻢ ٱﻟﻠﱠﻪ وﻳـ ْﻐ ِﻔﺮ ﻟَ ُﻜﻢ ذُﻧُﻮﺑ ُﻜﻢ وٱﻟﻠﱠﻪ َﻏ ُﻔ
ﻴﻢ
ُ َ
ٌ ُ َ ْ َ ْ ْ ََ ُ ُ ْ ْ
ٌ ﻮر ﱠرﺣ
ُْ
ْ
ِ ﻮل ﻓِﺈن ﺗَـﻮﻟﱠﻮاْ ﻓَِﺈ ﱠن ٱﻟﻠﱠﻪ ﻻَ ُِﳛ ﱡ
ِ
ﻳﻦ
َ ﻴﻌﻮاْ ٱﻟﻠﱠﻪَ َوٱﻟ ﱠﺮ ُﺳ
ُ ﻗُ ْﻞ أَﻃ
َ
َْ
َ ﺐ ٱﻟْ َﻜﺎﻓ ِﺮ

“Say: If you love Allah, then follow me, Allah will love you and forgive you your sins, and
Allah is Forgiving, Merciful
Say: Obey Allah and the Messenger ; but if they turn back, then surely Allah does not love the
unbelievers.”
(3:31-32)
From this we see that there is a distinction made between following the messenger (making
him the leader who judges by the Qur’an and uses consultation) because they love Allah,
and obeying Allah and the messenger (The verbatim word of Allah).

ِﱠ
ِ
ِ
ﻮل َوأ ُْوﻟِﻰ ٱﻷَ ْﻣ ِﺮ ِﻣْﻨ ُﻜ ْﻢ ﻓَِﺈن ﺗَـﻨَ َﺎز ْﻋﺘُ ْﻢ ِﰱ َﺷ ْﻲ ٍء
َ ٱﻟﺮ ُﺳ
ﻴﻌﻮاْ ﱠ
ُ ﻴﻌﻮاْ ٱﻟﻠﱠﻪَ َوأَﻃ
ُ ﻳﻦ َآﻣﻨُﻮاْ أَﻃ
َ ﻳَﺎ أَﻳﱡـ َﻬﺎ ٱﻟﺬ
ِ ِ ِ ِ
ِ
ِ ﻓَـﺮﱡدوﻩ إِ َﱃ ٱﻟﻠﱠ ِﻪ وٱﻟﱠﺮﺳ
ًَﺣ َﺴ ُﻦ ﺗَﺄْ ِوﻳﻼ
َ ﻮل إِن ُﻛْﻨﺘُ ْﻢ ﺗُـ ْﺆﻣﻨُﻮ َن ﺑِﭑﻟﻠﱠﻪ َوٱﻟْﻴَـ ْﻮم ٱﻵﺧ ِﺮ ٰذﻟ
ْ ﻚ َﺧْﻴـٌﺮ َوأ
ُ ُ
ُ َ

“O ye who believe! Obey Allah and obey the Messenger, and those charged with authority
among you. If ye differ in anything among yourselves, refer it to Allah and His Messenger, if
ye do believe in Allah and the Last Day: That is best, and most suitable in the end.”
(4:59)
This verse tells us that those who we elect by consultation to be figures of authority should
be obeyed in their capacity, which is to fulfil their roles by consultation, unless they are
going against the revelation of Allah through his prophet Muhammad. Muhammad as
societal leader was also bound by such constraints.
So the general message is to obey ‘Allah and his messenger’ (The Qur’an) as the primary
authority in all affairs, and to obey leaders that are selected as long as they do not deviate
from the Qur’an. As a general rule, Muslims should conduct their affairs by consultation:-

ِ
ِﱠ
ﺎﻫ ْﻢ ﻳُ ِﻨﻔ ُﻘﻮ َن
ٱﺳﺘَ َﺠﺎﺑُﻮاْ ﻟَِﺮﱢِ ْﻢ َوأَﻗَ ُﺎﻣﻮاْ ٱﻟ ﱠ
ُ َﺼﻼََة َوأ َْﻣ ُﺮُﻫ ْﻢ ُﺷ َﻮر ٰى ﺑَـْﻴـﻨَـ ُﻬ ْﻢ َوﳑﱠﺎ َرَزﻗْـﻨ
ْ ﻳﻦ
َ َوٱﻟﺬ

“Those who hearken to their Lord, and establish regular Prayer; who (conduct) their affairs
by mutual Consultation; who spend out of what We bestow on them for Sustenance;”
(42:38)
Consultation must also take place on the affairs of state and how they are established in
accordance with the words of Allah, this verse applied even to Muhammad in his role as
state leader. But he could be wrong; Muhammad used his judgement in (9:43) and was
wrong, because it was not the judgement of Allah. So we must always be vigilent.
Decisions or judgements must be made in accordance with the Qur’an, and if some believe
that this is not happening, then the Qur’an will be referred to. In the Day of the prophet he
was the go-to man as it was through him that revelation came. And we must recall that
Allah tells Muhammad that he reveals the Qur’an to him to answer questions and steady his
heart (Note all the ‘say’ verses in which Allah answers Muslims and kafirs).

ِ ِاﺣﺪ ًة َﻛ ٰﺬﻟ
ِ وﻗَ َ ﱠ
ًﺖ ﺑِ ِﻪ ﻓُـ َﺆ َاد َك َوَرﺗﱠـْﻠﻨَﺎﻩُ ﺗَـ ْﺮﺗِﻴﻼ
َ ِ ﻳﻦ َﻛ َﻔ ُﺮواْ ﻟَْﻮﻻَ ﻧـُﱢﺰَل َﻋﻠَْﻴ ِﻪ ٱﻟْ ُﻘْﺮآ ُن ُﲨْﻠَﺔً َو
َ
َ ﻚ ﻟﻨُﺜَﺒﱢ
َ ﺎل ٱﻟﺬ
َ
ِ
ِ
ْ ِﺎك ﺑ
َ َﻚ ِﲟَﺜَ ٍﻞ إِﻻﱠ ﺟْﺌـﻨ
ًَﺣ َﺴ َﻦ ﺗَـ ْﻔﺴﲑا
َ ََوﻻَ ﻳَﺄْﺗُﻮﻧ
ْ ﭑﳊَ ﱢﻖ َوأ

“The rejecters say: ‘Why is not the Qur’an revealed to him all at once? Thus (it is revealed
gradually) that We may strengthen your heart thereby and We have arranged it in right
order. And no example do they bring to you but We bring to you the truth and the best
explanation”
(25:32-33)

ِﱠ
ِ
ﲔ ﻳـُﻨَـﱠﺰُل
َ ﻳﻦ َآﻣﻨُﻮاْ ﻻَ ﺗَ ْﺴﺄَﻟُﻮاْ َﻋ ْﻦ أَ ْﺷﻴَﺂءَ إِن ﺗـُْﺒ َﺪ ﻟَ ُﻜ ْﻢ ﺗَ ُﺴ ْﺆُﻛ ْﻢ َوإِن ﺗَ ْﺴﺄَﻟُﻮاْ َﻋْﻨـ َﻬﺎ ﺣ
َ ﻳٰﺄَﻳـﱡ َﻬﺎ ٱﻟﺬ
ِ ٱﻟْ ُﻘﺮآ ُن ﺗُـﺒﺪ ﻟَ ُﻜﻢ ﻋ َﻔﺎ ٱﻟﻠﱠﻪ ﻋْﻨـﻬﺎ وٱﻟﻠﱠﻪ َﻏ ُﻔ
ﻴﻢ
ٌ ُ َ َ َ ُ َ ْ َْ ْ
ٌ ﻮر َﺣﻠ

“O you who believe! Do not put questions about things which if declared to you may trouble
you, and if you question about them when the Qur’an is being revealed, they shall be
declared to you; Allah pardons this, and Allah is Forgiving, Forbearing.” (5:101)
It must be noted that Muhammad was the community leader, because as Islam regulates
our actions in life, the person responsible to tell us these responsibilities and actions will also
be the leader in the community.

ﻮﺣ ٰﻰ إِﻟَ ﱠﻰ َوَﻣﺂ
َ ُﻨﺖ ﺑِ ْﺪﻋﺎً ﱢﻣ َﻦ ٱﻟﱡﺮ ُﺳ ِﻞ َوَﻣﺂ أ َْد ِرى َﻣﺎ ﻳـُ ْﻔ َﻌ ُﻞ ِﰉ َوﻻَ ﺑِ ُﻜ ْﻢ إِ ْن أَﺗﱠﺒِ ُﻊ إِﻻﱠ َﻣﺎ ﻳ
ُ ﻗُ ْﻞ َﻣﺎ ُﻛ
ِ
ﲔ
ٌ ِأَﻧَﺎْ إِﻻﱠ ﻧَﺬ ٌﻳﺮ ﱡﻣﺒ

“Say:‘I am nothing new among the Messengers. I have no idea what will be done with me
or you. I only follow what has been revealed to me. I am only a clear warner.’”
(46:9)

Let us not forget that nothing new comes through the prophet except the Qur’an and that it
is only the Qur’an that he follows. Muhammad was a messenger of Allah among them.

ِ
ِ َ وأَﻧﺰﻟْﻨَﺂ إِﻟَﻴ
ِ
ِ َﲔ ﻳ َﺪﻳْ ِﻪ ِﻣﻦ ٱﻟْ ِﻜﺘ
ﭑﺣ ُﻜﻢ ﺑَـ ْﻴـﻨَـ ُﻬﻢ
ْ ِﺎب ﺑ
ْ َﺎب َوُﻣ َﻬْﻴﻤﻨﺎً َﻋﻠَْﻴﻪ ﻓ
ْ َ َ
َ ﭑﳊَ ﱢﻖ ُﻣ
َ َﻚ ٱﻟْﻜﺘ
َ َ ْ ﺼﺪﱢﻗﺎً ﻟﱢ َﻤﺎ ﺑَـ
َ
ِ ﺑِﻤﺂ أَﻧﺰ َل ٱﻟﻠﱠﻪ وﻻَ ﺗَـﺘﱠﺒِﻊ أَ ْﻫﻮآءﻫﻢ ﻋ ﱠﻤﺎ ﺟ
ًْﺤﻖﱢ ﻟِ ُﻜ ﱟﻞ َﺟ َﻌْﻠﻨَﺎ ِﻣﻨ ُﻜ ْﻢ ِﺷ ْﺮ َﻋﺔً َوِﻣْﻨـ َﻬﺎﺟﺎ
َ ﺂء َك ﻣ َﻦ ٱﻟ
َُ َ َ
َ َ َ ْ َُ َ ْ
ِات إِ َ ٰﱃ اﷲ
ِ اﺣ َﺪ ًة وﻟَـٰ ِﻜﻦ ﻟﱢﻴﺒـﻠُﻮُﻛﻢ ِﰱ ﻣﺂ آﺗَﺎ ُﻛﻢ ﻓَﺎﺳﺘﺒِ ُﻘﻮا اﳋﻴـﺮ
ِ
َْ
َ ْ َ َْ
َ َوﻟَْﻮ َﺷﺂءَ ٱﻟﻠﱠﻪُ َﳉَ َﻌﻠَ ُﻜ ْﻢ أُﱠﻣﺔً َو
َ َْ
َِ ﻣﺮِﺟﻌ ُﻜﻢ
ﲨﻴﻌﺎً ﻓَـﻴُـﻨَﺒﱢﺌُ ُﻜﻢ ِﲟَﺎ ُﻛﻨﺘُ ْﻢ ﻓِ ِﻴﻪ َﲣْﺘَﻠِ ُﻔﻮ َن
ْ ُ َْ
ِ وأ
ِ
ِ ﻮك َﻋﻦ ﺑَـ ْﻌ
ﺾ َﻣﺂ
َ ُٱﺣ َﺬ ْر ُﻫ ْﻢ أَن ﻳَـ ْﻔﺘِﻨ
ْ آء ُﻫ ْﻢ َو
ْ َن
َ ٱﺣ ُﻜﻢ ﺑَـْﻴـﻨَـ ُﻬ ْﻢ ﺑِ َﻤﺂ أ
َ
َ َﻧﺰ َل ٱﻟﻠﱠﻪُ َوﻻَ ﺗَـﺘﱠﺒ ْﻊ أَ ْﻫ َﻮ
ِ ﻳﺪ ٱﻟﻠﱠﻪ أَن ﻳ
ِ ﺾ ذُﻧُﻮِِ ْﻢ َوإِ ﱠن َﻛﺜِﲑاً ﱢﻣ َﻦ ٱﻟﻨ
ِ ﺼﻴﺒَـ ُﻬﻢ ﺑِﺒَـ ْﻌ
ﱠﺎس
َ َﻧﺰ َل ٱﻟﻠﱠﻪُ إِﻟَْﻴ
ْ َﻚ ﻓَِﺈن ﺗَـ َﻮﻟﱠْﻮاْ ﻓ
َأ
ُ ُ ُ ﭑﻋﻠَ ْﻢ أَﱠﳕَﺎ ﻳُِﺮ
ِ ﻟََﻔ
ﺎﺳ ُﻘﻮ َن

“And We have sent down the Book to you with truth, confirming and conserving the previous
Books. So judge between them by what Allah has sent down and do not follow their whims
and desires deviating from the Truth that has come to you . We have appointed a law and a
practice for every one of you. Had Allah willed, He would have made you a single community,

but He wanted to test you regarding what has come to you. So compete with each other in
doing good. Every one of you will return to Allah and He will inform you regarding the things
about which you differed. Judge between them by what Allah has sent down and do not
follow their whims and desires. And beware of them lest they lure you away from some of
what Allah has sent down to you (The Qur’an). If they turn their backs, then know that Allah
wants to afflict them with some of their wrong actions. Many of mankind are deviators.”
(5:48-49)
These ayahs clarify that the prophet was to judge among his followers according to what
Allah had revealed to him. Muhammad was as such a judge among them, but Allah is The
judge, so nothing new comes from Muhammad, he merely judges by what is with him of the
Qur’an.
So it is clear that when the leader judges by what has been revealed, it makes sense that
Allah requires the Muslims to follow him and help him in what he says and does.

ِ أَﻓَـﻐﻴـﺮ ٱﻟﻠﱠ ِﻪ أَﺑـﺘﻐِﻰ ﺣ َﻜﻤﺎً وﻫﻮ ٱﻟﱠ ِﺬي أَﻧـَﺰَل إِﻟَﻴ ُﻜﻢ ٱﻟْ ِﻜ ﺘﺎب ﻣ َﻔ ﱠ ﱠ
ِ
ﺎب
ُ َﻳﻦ آﺗَـْﻴـﻨ
َ َﺎﻫ ُﻢ ٱﻟْﻜﺘ
ُ َ َ ُ ْ َ ۤ َ ُ َ َ َْ
َ ﺼﻼً َوٱﻟﺬ
َ َْ
ِ
ِ
ﻳﻦ
ْ ِﻚ ﺑ
َ ﻳَـ ْﻌﻠَ ُﻤﻮ َن أَﻧﱠﻪُ ُﻣﻨَـﱠﺰٌل ﱢﻣﻦ ﱠرﺑﱢ
َ ﭑﳊَ ﱢﻖ ﻓَﻼَ ﺗَ ُﻜﻮﻧَ ﱠﻦ ﻣ َﻦ ٱﻟْ ُﻤ ْﻤ َﱰ

“"Am I to desire someone other than Allah as a judge when it is He Who has sent down the
Book to you clarifying everything?" Those We have given the Book know that it has been
sent down from your Lord with truth, so on no account be among the doubters.”
(6:114)
Muhammad is made to proclaim that it is only Allah he seeks as a judge.

ِ ﱃ أَﱠﳕَﺂ إِﻟَـٰﻬ ُﻜﻢ إِﻟَـٰﻪ و
ِ
اﺣ ٌﺪ ﻓَ َﻤﻦ َﻛﺎ َن ﻳَـ ْﺮ ُﺟﻮ ﻟَِﻘﺂءَ َرﺑﱢِﻪ ﻓَـْﻠﻴَـ ْﻌ َﻤ ْﻞ
ﻮﺣ ٰﻰ إِ َﱠ
َ ُﻗُ ْﻞ إﱠﳕَﺂ أَﻧَﺎْ ﺑَ َﺸٌﺮ ﱢﻣﺜْـﻠُ ُﻜ ْﻢ ﻳ
ٌَ ْ ُ
ِ ًﻋﻤﻼ
ِ ِ ِِ
َﺣ َﺪا
َ ََ
َ ﺻﺎﳊﺎً َوﻻَ ﻳُ ْﺸ ِﺮْك ﺑﻌﺒَ َﺎدة َرﺑﱢﻪ أ

“Say: 'I am only a human being like yourselves. It is revealed to me that your god is One God.
So let him who hopes to meet his Lord act rightly and not associate anyone in the worship of
his Lord.'”
(18:110)
Muhammad was a man like any other, that is, he was merely a human. What increases his
status among mankind is his carrying out of the task for which he was selected, namely, to
clearly preach the words of Allah to those around him.

ِ
ﺎدوا ﻳَ ُﻜﻮﻧُﻮ َن َﻋﻠَْﻴ ِﻪ ﻟِﺒَ ًﺪا
ُ َوأَﻧﱠﻪُ ﻟَ ﱠﻤﺎ ﻗَ َﺎم َﻋْﺒ ُﺪ اﻟﻠﱠﻪ ﻳَ ْﺪ ُﻋﻮﻩُ َﻛ
ِِ
ِ
َﺣ ًﺪا
َ ﻗُ ْﻞ إﱠﳕَﺎ أ َْد ُﻋﻮ َرﱢﰊ َوَﻻ أُ ْﺷ ِﺮُك ﺑﻪ أ
ﺿﺮا َوَﻻ َر َﺷ ًﺪا
َ ﻚ ﻟَ ُﻜ ْﻢ
ُ ِﻗُ ْﻞ إِﻧﱢﻲ َﻻ أ َْﻣﻠ
ِ ِ ِ
ِ
َﺣ ٌﺪ َوﻟَ ْﻦ أ َِﺟ َﺪ ِﻣﻦ ُدوﻧِِﻪ ُﻣْﻠﺘَ َﺤ ًﺪا
َ ﻗُ ْﻞ إ ﱢﱐ ﻟَﻦ ُﳚ َﲑِﱐ ﻣ َﻦ اﻟﻠﱠﻪ أ
ِ ِ ﺺ اﻟﻠﱠﻪ ورﺳﻮﻟَﻪ ﻓَِﺈ ﱠن ﻟَﻪ ﻧَﺎر ﺟﻬﻨ
ِِ
ِ
ﻳﻦ ﻓِ َﻴﻬﺎ أَﺑَ ًﺪا
ُ ُ َ َ َ ِ إِﱠﻻ ﺑَ َﻼ ًﻏﺎ ﱢﻣ َﻦ اﻟﻠﱠﻪ َوِر َﺳ َﺎﻻﺗﻪ ۚ◌ َوَﻣﻦ ﻳَـ ْﻌ
َ ﱠﻢ َﺧﺎﻟﺪ
َ ََ َ ُ

ِ ََﺿﻌﻒ ﻧ
ﺎﺻًﺮا َوأَﻗَ ﱡﻞ َﻋ َﺪ ًدا
ُ َ ْ ﻮﻋ ُﺪو َن ﻓَ َﺴﻴَـ ْﻌﻠَ ُﻤﻮ َن َﻣ ْﻦ أ
َ َُﺣ ﱠ ٰﱴ إِ َذا َرأ َْوا َﻣﺎ ﻳ
ِ
ﻮﻋ ُﺪو َن أ َْم َْﳚ َﻌ ُﻞ ﻟَﻪُ َرﱢﰊ أ ََﻣ ًﺪا
َ ُﻳﺐ ﱠﻣﺎ ﺗ
ٌ ﻗُ ْﻞ إ ْن أ َْد ِري أَﻗَ ِﺮ

“When the servant of Allah stands calling on Him, they almost swarm all over him. Say: 'I call
only upon my Lord and do not associate anyone else with Him. ' Say: 'I possess for you no
harm or guidance.' Say: 'No one can protect me from Allah and I will never find any refuge
apart from Him –only in transmitting from Allah and His Messages. As for him who disobeys
Allah and His Messenger, he will have the Fire of Hell, remaining in it timelessly, for ever and
ever.' So that when they see what they were promised, they will know who has less support
and smaller numbers. Say: 'I do not know whether what you are promised is close or whether
my Lord will appoint a longer time before it.'”
(72:19-25)
Very important here is the statement that Muhammad has no power to guide to right. This
is a clear statement of the fact that his authority and judgement is based solely upon what
Allah has revealed to him.

ِ
ِﱠ
ﻨﺪ ُﻫ ْﻢ ِﰱ ٱﻟﺘـ ْﱠﻮَراةِ َوٱ ِﻹﳒِْﻴ ِﻞ ﻳَﺄْ ُﻣ ُﺮُﻫﻢ
َ ﻳﻦ ﻳَـﺘﱠﺒِ ُﻌﻮ َن ٱﻟﱠﺮ ُﺳ
َ ﱠﱮ ٱﻷُﱢﻣ ﱠﻰ ٱﻟﱠﺬى َِﳚ ُﺪوﻧَﻪُ َﻣ ْﻜﺘُﻮﺑﺎً ِﻋ
ﻮل ٱﻟﻨِ ﱠ
َ ٱﻟﺬ
ِ
ِ وف وﻳـْﻨـﻬﺎﻫﻢ ﻋ ِﻦ ٱﻟْﻤْﻨ َﻜ ِﺮ وُِﳛ ﱡﻞ َﳍﻢ ٱﻟﻄﱠﻴﱢﺒ
ﻀ ُﻊ َﻋْﻨـ ُﻬ ْﻢ
َ ِﺎت َوَُﳛﱢﺮُم َﻋﻠَْﻴ ِﻬ ُﻢ ٱ ْﳋَﺒَﺂﺋ
َ َﺚ َوﻳ
َ ُ ُ َ ُ َ ْ ُ َ َ َ ﺑِﭑﻟْ َﻤ ْﻌ ُﺮ
ِ
ِﱠ
ﱡﻮر ٱﻟﱠ ِﺬ ۤي
ْ َﺻ َﺮُﻫ ْﻢ َوٱﻷَ ْﻏﻼَ َل ٱﻟﱠِﱴ َﻛﺎﻧ
َ َآﻣﻨُﻮاْ ﺑِﻪ َو َﻋ ﱠﺰُروﻩُ َوﻧ
ْ ِإ
َ ﻳﻦ
َ ﺼ ُﺮوﻩُ َوٱﺗﱠـﺒَـ ُﻌﻮاْ ٱﻟﻨ
َ ﺖ َﻋﻠَْﻴ ِﻬ ْﻢ ﻓَﭑﻟﺬ
ﻚ ُﻫ ُﻢ ٱﻟ ُْﻤ ْﻔﻠِ ُﺤﻮ َن
َ ِأُﻧ ِﺰ َل َﻣ َﻌﻪُ أ ُْوﻟَـٰﺌ
ِِ ﱠ
ِ ﻚ ٱﻟ ﱠﺴﻤﺎو
ِ ِ ُ ﻗُﻞ ﻳٰﺄَﻳـﱡ َﻬﺎ ٱﻟﻨﱠﺎس إِ ﱢﱏ رﺳ
ِ ات َوٱﻷ َْر
ض ﻻۤ إِﻟَـٰﻪَ إِﻻﱠ
َُ ُ
َ َ ُ ﻮل ٱﻟﻠﱠﻪ إﻟَْﻴ ُﻜ ْﻢ َﲨﻴﻌﺎً ٱﻟﺬى ﻟَﻪُ ُﻣْﻠ
ْ
ِِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ﱠﱮ ٱﻷُﱢﻣ ﱢﻰ ٱﻟﱠ ِﺬى ﻳـُ ْﺆِﻣ ُﻦ ﺑِﭑﻟﻠﱠ ِﻪ َوَﻛﻠِ َﻤﺎﺗِِﻪ َوٱﺗﱠﺒِ ُﻌﻮﻩُ ﻟَ َﻌﻠﱠ ُﻜ ْﻢ
ﻴﺖ ﻓَﺂﻣﻨُﻮاْ ﺑِﭑﻟﻠﱠﻪ َوَر ُﺳﻮﻟﻪ ٱﻟﻨِ ﱢ
ُ ُﻫ َﻮ ُْﳛﻴِـﻰ َوُﳝ
ﺗَـ ْﻬﺘَ ُﺪو َن

“Those who follow the Messenger, the Unlettered Prophet, whom they find written down
with them in the Torah and the Gospel, commanding them to do right and forbidding them
to do wrong, making good things lawful for them and bad things unlawful for them, relieving
them of their heavy loads and the chains which were around them. Those who believe in him
and honour him and help him, and follow the Light that has been sent down with him, they
are the ones who are successful.' Say: 'Mankind! I am the Messenger of Allah to you all, of
Him to Whom the kingdom of the heavens and earth belongs. There is no god but Him. He
gives life and causes to die.' So believe in Allah and His Messenger, the Unlettered Prophet,
who believes in Allah and His words, and follow him so that hopefully you will be guided.'”
(7:157-158)
These verses show that Muhammad was to be followed by his people, by the fact that he
commands them to do good and forbids them to do wrong (Through the Qur’an). They help
the prophet and they follow the revelation/commands given to him. These commands will
affect any and all aspects of life… Which once again explains to us how the messenger was
the community leader and what he did.

ِِ
ِ َ ﻚ ٱﻟﻠﱠﻪ وﻣ ِﻦ ٱﺗﱠـﺒـﻌ
ﲔ
ﻳٰﺄَﻳـﱡ َﻬﺎ ٱﻟﻨِ ﱡ
َ ﻚ ﻣ َﻦ ٱﻟْ ُﻤ ْﺆﻣﻨ
َ َ َ َ ُ َ ُﱠﱮ َﺣ ْﺴﺒ
ِ
ِ ِ ِ ﻳٰﺄَﻳـﱡﻬﺎ ٱﻟﻨِﱠﱮ ﺣﱢﺮ
ِ ِ ِ
ِ ْ ﺻﺎﺑِﺮو َن ﻳَـ ْﻐﻠِﺒُﻮاْ ِﻣﺌَﺘَـ
ﲔ َوإِن
َ ض ٱﻟْ ُﻤ ْﺆﻣﻨ
َ َ ﱡ
ُ َ ﲔ َﻋﻠَﻰ ٱﻟْﻘﺘَﺎل إن ﻳَ ُﻜﻦ ﱢﻣﻨ ُﻜ ْﻢ ﻋ ْﺸ ُﺮو َن
ِﱠ
ِ
ﻳﻦ َﻛ َﻔ ُﺮواْ ﺑِﺄَﻧـﱠ ُﻬ ْﻢ ﻗَـ ْﻮٌم ﻻﱠ ﻳَـ ْﻔ َﻘ ُﻬﻮ َن
َ ﻳَ ُﻜ ْﻦ ﱢﻣﻨ ُﻜ ْﻢ ﱢﻣﺌَﺔٌ ﻳَـ ْﻐﻠﺒُـۤﻮاْ أَﻟْﻔﺎً ﱢﻣ َﻦ ٱﻟﺬ

“O Prophet! Allah is enough for you, and for the believers who follow you. O Prophet! Spur on
the believers to fight. If there are twenty of you who are steadfast, they will overcome two
hundred; and if there are a hundred of you, they will overcome a thousand of those who are
disbelievers, because they are people who do not understand.”
(8:64-65)
This verse shows Muhammad as the war leader of his people, and that the Muslims of the
time were to be his followers in establishing the rule of the Qur’an. Muhammad and the
Muslims obeyed Allah in the command to fight and Muhammad consulted with his people
on the manner of the fight.

ِ
ِ
ﻚ
َ ﻚ َﺷ ِﻬﻴﺪاً َﻋﻠَ ٰﻰ َﻫـُٰﺆﻵء َوﻧَـﱠﺰﻟْﻨَﺎ َﻋﻠَْﻴ
َ ِﺚ ِﰱ ُﻛ ﱢﻞ أُﱠﻣ ٍﺔ َﺷ ِﻬﻴﺪاً َﻋﻠَْﻴ ِﻬ ْﻢ ﱢﻣ ْﻦ أَﻧْـ ُﻔ ِﺴ ِﻬ ْﻢ َوﺟْﺌـﻨَﺎ ﺑ
ُ َوﻳَـ ْﻮَم ﻧَـْﺒـ َﻌ
ٍ
ِ ٱﻟْ ِﻜﺘ
ِِ ِ
ﲔ
َ ﺎب ﺗْﺒـﻴَﺎﻧﺎً ﻟﱢ ُﻜ ﱢﻞ َﺷ ْﻲء َو ُﻫ ًﺪى َوَر ْﲪَﺔً َوﺑُ ْﺸَﺮ ٰى ﻟْﻠ ُﻤ ْﺴﻠﻤ
َ َ
“On that Day We will raise up among every community a witness against them from
amongst themselves, and bring you as a witness against them. We have sent down the Book
to you making all things clear and as guidance and mercy and good news for the Muslims”
(16:89)

Muhammad was a witness among his people.

ِ
ِ ﻨﺬر وﻣﺎ ِﻣﻦ إِﻟَـٰ ٍﻪ إِﻻﱠ ٱﻟﻠﱠﻪ ٱﻟْﻮ
اﺣ ُﺪ ٱﻟْ َﻘ ﱠﻬ ُﺎر
ْ َ َ ٌ ﻗُ ْﻞ إِﱠﳕَﺂ أَﻧَﺎْ ُﻣ
َ ُ
ِ ب ٱﻟ ﱠﺴﻤﺎو
ِ ات َوٱﻷ َْر
ض َوَﻣﺎ ﺑَـْﻴـﻨَـ ُﻬ َﻤﺎ ٱﻟْ َﻌ ِﺰ ُﻳﺰ ٱﻟْﻐَ ﱠﻔ ُﺎر
َ َ َر ﱡ
ِ
ﺿﻮ َن
ُ ﻴﻢ أَﻧﺘُ ْﻢ َﻋْﻨﻪُ ُﻣ ْﻌ ِﺮ
ٌ ﻗُ ْﻞ ُﻫ َﻮ ﻧَـﺒَﺄٌ َﻋﻈ
ِ َﻣﺎ َﻛﺎ َن ِﱃ ِﻣﻦ ِﻋْﻠ ٍﻢ ﺑِﭑﻟْﻤـ ِﻺ ٱﻷ َْﻋﻠَ ٰﻰ إِ ْذ َﳜْﺘ
ﺼ ُﻤﻮ َن
ْ َ
ََ
َ
ِ
ِ
ﲔ
ﻮﺣ ٰﻰ إِ َﱠ
ٌ ِﱃ إِﻻﱠ أَﱠﳕَﺂ أَﻧَﺎْ ﻧَﺬ ٌﻳﺮ ﱡﻣﺒ
َ ُإن ﻳ

“Say: ‘I am only a warner. There is no god except Allah, the One, the All-Conquering, Lord of
the heavens and the earth and everything between them, the Almighty, the Endlessly
Forgiving.’ Say: ‘This is momentous news yet you ignore it! I knew nothing of the Highest
Assembly when they debated. It is only revealed to me that I am a clear warner.’”
(38:65-70)
Muhammad was a warner among his people.
So Muhammad was (in addition to his role as the messenger):·
·
·

A Judge for his people
A War leader of his people
A community Leader

·
·

A witness among his people
A warner of his people

All as a result of his mission to guide to Allah’s command by the Qur’an. Of course
Muhammad did more than parrot the Qur’an. He judged by it, he led into war according to
it, he led the community in its actions by it with consultation (Shura), and he called to the
truth among the deniers of truth and the people of the book by the Qur’an. Of course Allah
commanded the Muslims to follow Muhammad, he was their divinely ordained leader who
ran the affairs of the Muslims with the Qur’an and by consultation.
He was Muhammad, a Muslim, a messenger from Allah, no more and no less. Let us truly
love Muhammad by following the Message he fought to proclaim, by following the Qur’an
alone. Not by making words that he possibly said as part of his societal role a source of
guidance.
There is more that could be written, but it’s not necessary in this particular topic.
I want to take the opportunity here to deal with a verse that I think may have been
previously missed, this is regarding the verse which says you must take what the prophet
gives you and leave what he forbids/withholds from you. The verse follow:-

ِ ِِ
ِ ِ ِِ
ِ ِﻮل وﻟِ ِﺬى ٱﻟْ ُﻘﺮَ ٰﰉ وٱﻟْﻴَﺘَ َﺎﻣ ٰﻰ وٱﻟْﻤﺴﺎﻛ
ﲔ َوٱﺑْ ِﻦ
َ ْ
َ ﱠﻣﺂ أَﻓَﺂءَ ٱﻟﻠﱠﻪُ َﻋﻠَ ٰﻰ َر ُﺳﻮﻟﻪ ﻣ ْﻦ أ َْﻫ ِﻞ ٱﻟْ ُﻘ َﺮ ٰى ﻓَﻠﻠﱠﻪ َوﻟﻠﱠﺮ ُﺳ
ََ َ
ِ ٱﻟ ﱠﺴﺒِ ِﻴﻞ َﻛﻰ ﻻَ ﻳ ُﻜﻮ َن دوﻟَﺔ ﺑـﲔ ٱﻷَ ْﻏﻨِﻴ
ُ ﺂء ِﻣﻨ ُﻜ ْﻢ َوَﻣﺂ آﺗَﺎ ُﻛ ُﻢ ٱﻟﱠﺮ ُﺳ
ََْ ً ُ َ ْ
ُﻮل ﻓَ ُﺨ ُﺬوﻩُ َوَﻣﺎ ﻧَـ َﻬﺎ ُﻛ ْﻢ َﻋْﻨﻪ
َ
ِ ﻳﺪ ٱﻟْﻌِ َﻘ
ﺎب
ُ ﻓَﭑﻧﺘَـ ُﻬﻮاْ َوٱﺗﱠـ ُﻘﻮاْ ٱﻟﻠﱠﻪَ إِ ﱠن ٱﻟﻠﱠﻪَ َﺷ ِﺪ
ِ ِ
ِ ﺎﺟ ِﺮ ﱠ
ِ
ًﺿ َﻮاﻧﺎ
ْ َُﺧ ِﺮ ُﺟﻮاْ ِﻣﻦ ِدﻳَﺎ ِرِﻫ ْﻢ َوأ َْﻣ َﻮاﳍِِ ْﻢ ﻳَـْﺒﺘَـﻐُﻮ َن ﻓ
ْ ﻀﻼً ﱢﻣ َﻦ ٱﻟﻠﱠ ِﻪ َوِر
ْ ﻳﻦ أ
َ ﻳﻦ اﻟﺬ
َ ﻟْﻠ ُﻔ َﻘ َﺮآء اﻟْ ُﻤ َﻬ
ﺼ ِﺎدﻗُﻮ َن
ﻚ ُﻫ ُﻢ ٱﻟ ﱠ
َ ِﻨﺼ ُﺮو َن ٱﻟﻠﱠﻪَ َوَر ُﺳﻮﻟَﻪُ أ ُْوﻟَـٰﺌ
ُ ََوﻳ

“What Allah has bestowed on His Messenger from the people of the townships,- belongs to
Allah,- to His Messenger and to kindred and orphans, the needy and the wayfarer; In order
that it may not (merely) make a circuit between the wealthy among you. So take what the
Messenger assigns to you, and deny yourselves that which he withholds from you. And fear
Allah; for Allah is strict in Punishment. (the booty is) for the poor fugitives who have been
driven out from their homes and their belongings, who seek bounty from Allah and help Allah
and His messenger. They are the truthful.”
(59:7-8)
If you read the context it becomes very clear that this verse is talking about the distribution
of wars spoils and not in any way to do with Guidance, Muhammad was only fulfilling his
role as war leader and community leader. He only followed and administered with the
Qur’an.
To finish consider these clear verses:-

ِ
ِ
ِ ِ
ﺎب ُﻣ َﻔ ﱠ
ًﺼﻼ
َ َأَﻓَـﻐَْﻴـَﺮ ٱﻟﻠﱠﻪ أَﺑْـﺘَﻐﻰ َﺣ َﻜﻤﺎً َو ُﻫ َﻮ ٱﻟﱠﺬ ۤي أَﻧـَ َﺰَل إِﻟَْﻴ ُﻜ ُﻢ ٱﻟْﻜﺘ

“Shall I then seek a Ruler other than Allah? When He it is Who has revealed to you the Book
(Qur’an, which is) distinctly detailed”
(Qur’an, 6:114)

What is the answer of Muslims? Will they answer “Muhammad, his companions, the later
generations and the scholars!!!” or will they answer “No one other than my Lord!!!”.

ِ
ٍ ى ﺣ ِﺪ
ﻳﺚ ﺑَـ ْﻌ َﺪ ٱﻟﻠﱠ ِﻪ َوآﻳَﺎﺗِِﻪ ﻳـُ ْﺆِﻣﻨُﻮ َن
ْ ِﻚ ﺑ
َ ﻮﻫﺎ َﻋﻠَْﻴ
َ ﺗِْﻠ
ُ َﻚ آﻳ
َ ﭑﳊَ ﱢﻖ ﻓَﺒِﺄَ ﱢ
َ ُﺎت ٱﻟﻠﱠﻪ ﻧَـْﺘـﻠ

These are the verses of Allah which We recite to you in truth. Then in what statement (Lit:
Hadith) after Allah and His verses will they believe?
(Qur’an, 45:6)
What is the answer of Muslims? Will they answer “The Hadith, Sunnah, figh and ijma’!!!!” or
will they answer “Nothing other than your Qur’an my Lord!!!”.

