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In the Name of Allah the Entirely Merciful, the Especially Merciful

I shall start by saying that the guiding principle of Qur’anic explanation that I will
follow is that the Qur’an is complete and fully detailed®. As two examples of how |
would apply these principles, consider the following: -

1. If aword can have more than one meaning then | will choose the meaning
that: -
1.1. Fits the context.
1.2. Leads to the least ambiguity in the meaning of the verse or topic.
1.3. Relies on the Qur’an for it explanation.
1.3.1. By this I mean that you do not interpret it in a way that
assumes sources for Islam outside of the Qur’an.
2. Ifitisnotincluded in the Qur’an then it is not Islam.
2.1. By this I mean that the job of the Qur’an is not to confirm all the
actions that are now practiced, the job of the Qur’an is to guide to the
correct action and to rule against false action.

In what follows all errors are my own and indeed | pray Allah has protected me
from making them as much as possible. 1 think that what follows represents a
logical manner of understanding the Salaah verses in the Qur’an, my argument is
powerful only in so much as | have properly and logically used the available
evidence without leaving out important information. 1 am human and imperfect, so
in reading this document recall this ayah: -

—And do not wuphold what you have no knowl e
mind, of all of these you aresponsible |l
(Qur’an, 17:36)
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Salaah inHistory

It is interesting to note that Salaah were known in the past to Ibrahim, Musa,
Isa, Zakariyya, Shu’ayb etc... It is not some sort of innovation 1400 years ago. We
will also see this when the Bible will be mentioned. Here are some examples: -

QM}.'% \cij\juﬁw\juwwwj.@)&d‘yw V_AAJ_:\

And when We made the House (Kapa place of return, a sanctuary for
mankind: They took the place where Ibrahim stood (to pray) as a place of prayer

(Musallah, a placeobalaa) . We <contracted with | brahim &
House for those who circle it, and those who stay therd those whbowand who
prostrate °

(Qur’an, 2:125)

Sl Tyaals Al 2SG TlaaTs Gy }agu_@}ajwwsw\jw};glﬁg;gv
Eabdll s
We revealed to Musaand tisr ot her : Settle your peopl e
and make your houses places of worship and perform pragdadl) and give
good news to the believers."*
(Qur’an, 10:87)
s 223 6 asily Al gl ESU 3T e dasg
(_lsa said,) _He has made me bl essed wlt
perform prayerfalaa) and give the alms as | ong

(Qur’an, 19:31)

S0 £La5 G W & Jads OF 31 Tl Axg G 5 of 36 Sglil Loaky 16
Sessl 24T &5y
They sai d, _Shu_Salgalinstruttojouyhatwve shquiday er s (

abandon what our fathers worshipped or stop doing whatever we want to with our
wealth? You are clearlyhe brbearing, therighthbg ui ded !
(Qur’an, 11:87)
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Theangels called out to him while he (Zakariyya) was standing in pr&adagl) in
the Upper RooOmM: Al l ah gives you the good
a Word from Allah, and will be a leader and a celibate, a Prophet and one of the
righteous.
(Qur’an, 3:39)

G T o STy T T S8l Lty
—..and establ i sh -uerasdibowpyour headywith those whabow
(it n worship).
(Qur’an, 2:43) (Talking to the children of Isragl

Even if we look at the Old Testament:

"As for me, | will call upon God; and the Lord shall save EMENING and
MORNING and atNOON WILL | PRAY and cry aloud: and he shall hear my
voice." (Psalms 55:187)

"Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his house; and his
windows being open in his chamber toward Jerusalem (old gtaineeled upon

his knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before has®Gedlid
afortime."(Daniel 6:10)

But we must note that for the Arabs at the time of the prophet who worshipped at the
Ka’bah, Salaah was corrupted and empty of meaning, as Allah tells us: -

RS gy NAT T G ;L{AY\ @\Mr@w o8 G

—Their prayer at the House (Ka‘bah) is not
t he puni shment because you disbel.
(Qur’an, 8:35)
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Prerequisitesof Salaah

The State of Your Mind

It must be stated that you have not completed your Salaah if you do not come into
your Salaah and leave your Salaah in compliance with the following. Why this is so
will be explained as we go along.

Understand What You Are Saying

3
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"O you who believe, do not observe the PrayB8edgal) while intoxicated, so that
youknow what you are sayitig
(Qur’an, 4:43)

How can you glorify Allah with your heart and soul if you are just parroting words
that mean nothing to you? How can the recitation of Allah’s book inspire awe and
fear if you do not understand it? For this reason I believe one should carry a Qur’an
in Salaah, with a translation if needed. Salaah really cannot benefit our souls if our
souls hear nothing but foreign noises.

Be Totally Devoted To Allah

"Say, "MySalaah(Prayers), my worship practices, my life and my death, are all
devoted absolutely to Allakhe Lord of the universd-de has no partner. This is what
| am commanded to believe, and | am the first to submit.”
(Qur’an, 6:162-163)

This is an absolute requirement. There is absolutely no one else deserving of our
Salaah and glorification. And if our prayer has as its focus anyone other than Allah
then not only have your failed your salaah, you have committed shirk.

Be Humbly Submissive To Allah

Oshsls 2llis 3 3b el LT CM %

—Successful i ndeed lumbdenthdirerayers lli ever s,

(Qur’an, 23: 1-2)
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What kind of arrogance does not humble itself before the All Mighty, Creator,
Sustainer of All that is? Surely one that, like Satan, is bound for Hell. But the one
that is humble before Allah has truly appreciated his/her position with respect to Allah
and has as such truly brought Allah into remembrance. If you cannot be humble
before Allah, then how can you truly worship Allah?

Do Salaah To Remember Allah

AN Sl oy B Uy Y A of

"Indeed, | am Allah; there is no other god beside Me; you shall worship Me alone,

and observe th8alaah(Prayers) to remember ME."
(Qur’an, 20:14)

Here Allah tells us why we do Salaah. So take note if you wish for contentment of
the soul and a path towards Heaven. If after your salaah you have not remembered
Allah, then you have not performed salaah. You have performed some motions and
made some noises and nothing else.

Do Not Do Prayer To Be Seen
Ost13 b pd0T T Ol 280G (2 38 0T T (iadll 2fiss
—So0 woe to the praying on e sSalaayhiloseavhoe
(want but) to be seenl

(Qur’an, 107:4-7)

To do salaah for show indicates you fear people more than Allah and may also
indicate your belief in Allah is weak to non-existing.

The State Of Your Body
Ablutions
Ua Y5 04,8 B Tals s (&L ; \j;’MHy u.s.,U\L@_s\L:
i f’i;i/&gig.;;duj\ “”@Ju) s )

—You who believe! Do not approach
you will know what you are saying, nor intate of Junub-unless you are
traveling—until you hare washed yourselves$ you areill or on a journey, or any
of you haveome from the lavatorpr touched womenand you cannot find any
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water, then take for yourselves clean earth, wiping your faces and your hands
therewith. Allah is EvePardoning, EveiFor gi vi ng. |
(Qur'an, 4:43)
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—You who believe! When washyourdaeendup t o per
your hands and your arms to the elbows, and wipe over your heads, and wash
your feet to the anklesAnd if you & in a state of major impurity (Janaabah), then
purify yourselves (fattahharoo). But if you are ill or on a journey, or have come
from the lavatory, or have tched womerand cannot find any water, then take
for yourselves clean earth, and wipe yol@ices and your hands therewittllah
does not want to make things difficult for you, Hatdoes want to purify
(yutahhirukum) youand to perfect His blessing upon you so that hopefully you will
be thankful .|
(Qur'an, 5:6)

What we can understand here is the following: -

You should do ablutions before every prayer.

Do not approach prayer while under the influence alcohol, you must be able

to understand what you are saying clearly.

T If in astate of Junub: - (What is junub in this context? See below.)

91 Then purify yourself via ghusl (so anything involved in making you
junub at least).

9 If you are not able to purify/clean yourself
9 Because you are travelling. Then ablutions or tayammum suffice.

91 If you have: -

1 Areill

1 Areonajourney.

1 Have been to the toilet.

1 ‘Touched’ a woman. There is no Qur’anic basis to interpret this as sexual
intercourse (in the Qur’an, the/a term used for this is (..)Q'Lu dy &&0). The
verb &Y s in its J=\ form, which indicates someone is doing the act in
question to or with someone else in an active manner. Rather than just

some accidental touch, this implies intentionality and effort. So rather
than touched, perhaps ‘fondled’/’caressed’ etc could be used.

il
il
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1 Then you should clean yourself before prayer, this is the ghusl/cleaning
with water of whatever should be cleaned in the ablutions. Failing this,
then tayammum.

9 If no water and no clean earth, then just pray. Why do | say this? Because
such circumstances can and do happen, consider 2:239 and 4:101-103 found
later on in the Positions for Salaah section, in such circumstances
(danger/war), it may not be possible to do your ablutions/tayammum. Allah
knows best. But consider that Allah has made salaah so important, that even
in such times we must try to pray. Given this, | see no basis for ever missing
prayer.

1 Allah wants us to be purified in mind and body and so we should aim to be
as clean as we can be.

We should note that ablutions and tayamum would seem to have two functions: -

9 To get us into a state of mind, to act like a transitional time from the hustle
and bustle of life to the remembrance and glorification of Allah in Salaah.

o It is clear that the basic ablutions and tayamum are not designed as
an intense cleaning session of our bodies. Hence as they are required
even if we are clean then we must see the significance Allah has
established in these practices. That being primarily to get us into the
state of mind, and secondarily to clean those parts that are likely to
touch the ground/carpet.

1 When we are dirty or impure in any major way then we are required to
clean/purify ourselves if possible. Ghusl linguistically implies the usage of
at least water to thoroughly remove dirt and purify. (Lane’s Lexicon and
lughatul-Qur’an).

What is Junub?

Junuban is not explicitly defined anywhere in the Qur’an for this context. The
word, in this context, likely implies a state of being remote or distant. And from its
usage in 4:43 where we have “dui e ¥)”, “except while travelling”, it is clear that
junub would not be understood as geographically remote or distant, rather in a
physical and/or spiritual sense. In classical dictionaries, the form of this word as
used in 4:43 and 5:6 is described as being in a state of post coitus necessitating a
bath. However, this is unlikely to be an original meaning of the word, rather an
addition to the original meaning coming from Muslim practice. Further, junuban is
a category that requires washing/purification beyond the default ablutions, this can
be gathered from 5:6 more easily than 4:3.

In 4:43 and 5:6, the following cases are dealt with: -

T Hiness.

1 Intentional physical contact/touching with a woman (wife), though not so far
as intercourse (and Allah knows best).

Used the toilet.

On a journey.

State of junub.

= =4 =
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So junub is a state other than/above and beyond the known mentioned states that
necessitates purification/washing and which puts you in a mental and or physical state
that would distance you in a physical (like using the toilet etc) and/or mental sense
from being sufficiently purified to pray. We should recall that Allah want to purify us
physically and mentally.

Sexual intercourse is notably missing from the list of known categories in the list
above, notably, as it is a stage beyond touching a woman, and so obviously implies
some form of ablution/purification.

Being very dirty and or smelly are also not mentioned, although they are implied
generically by the reference to coming from the toilet being a cause for ablutions.
And so on.

| would therefore interpret the specified categories in 4:43 and 5:6 as being the

minimal causes necessitating ablutions with junub being anything above and beyond
the minimal categories which would require more thorough purification.

Menstruation (Haydh)

o}/gaz

S5abs B AR N5 el 3 sl 0 ARS8 el 5 Sl
U%M\ ¢ 24 uu\j,,J\ Ez Al f); Al v_g,\ Es G u,iyb O3aks HE

—They will ask you ablami/suffermgiamrtoyancat i on .

(azzan), so keep apart (s@kdy) from women during menstruation and do not
approach them (for sexual intercourse) until they are pure (period is over). But once
they have purified themselves, then go to them in the way that Allah has enjoined on

you.‘“ Al Il ah | ov dremwrdngdsirg ana Rieloveésthose who a ¢ k
purify themselves. |
(Qur’an, 2:222)

The word above used to describe menstruation (azzan = harm/suffering/annoyance) is
different from the word (mardh) used for illness in the above ablutions verses. Hence,
menstruation is not included in the above verses as something that would preclude
you from Salaah and that would require purifying before Salaah. This makes sense
given the nature of the period, which is not within the control of the lady and is
perpetual within the time range of the period. And as Allah has not included it as a
cause of nullifying Salaah, no human may do so.

It should also be noted that one may pray when sick if they perform ablutions. The
sickness does not disappear after ablutions, and so they are sick (with what that may
entail) when they pray. By analogy, the menstruating woman can do her ablutions,
and pray even while she is still menstruating.

Let us not forget that we can pray on horseback and in battle, surely one would not be
totally pure and clean at these times, and Allah gives exception given that these are

~100f 37 ~

Sa



circumstances out of the control of the Muslims involved. By analogy, Allah will not
penalise menstruating women as their situation is also out of their control.

In short, Muslim ladies must perform Salaah every day. It is obligatory on us all and
Allah has not given any command to forbid or exempt them from it.

Direction Of Prayer (Qiblah)

Q}:fj d}ﬂ? Ay 5 gle \f'\fé/f\’ el o LAYs qGJ‘\'gﬂ 1R J gz
R
The fools among the people will say: "What hath turned them from the Qibla to which
they were used?" Say: To Allah belong both east and West: He guides whom He will

to a straight path
(Qur’an, 2:142)
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—I n this way We have made you a middl emos
witnesses against mankind and the Messenger as a witness against you. We only
appointedthe direction you used to face in order to know those who follow the
Messenger from those who turn round on their heels. Though in truth it is a very hard
thing-except for those Allah has guided. Allah would never let your faith go to waste.
AllahisAltFGe nt | e, Mo st Mer ci f ul t o manki
(Qur’an, 2:143)

AT sl et Blgtg U5 o 2 SR STall s Bgss IS (5 B8

0
U5 o5 oo AT T O5alad QUSITISST 20T Of Blad 1SR053 1058 22756 L5
Solexs i i, 40N
—We have seen you |l ooking up i nwilbturrheaven,

you towards a direction which will please you. Turn your face, therefore, towards the
Sacredviosque Wherever you all are, turn your faces towards it. Those given the
Book know it is the truth from their Lord. Allah is not unaware of what tbey d
(Qur’an, 2:144)
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And if you brought to those who were given the Scripture every sign, they would not
follow your giblah. Nor will you be a follower of their giblah. Nor would they be
followers of one another's giblah. Sgdu were to follow their desires after what
has come to you of knowledge, indeed, you would then be among the wrongdoers.
(Qur’an 2:145)

é})a:fv° /};‘jjj-’('-“{\"‘ ‘JA—‘M‘}MV{.P}J‘}&WJ}WJ}
W(dewaMW Ll i ) 4 }vi“ww%gw
O9digS (._Qﬂj (._<_.Lp HF.
—Wherever you come from, turn yHamaminf ace t o
Makkah). Wherever you are, turn your faces towards it so that people will have no
argument against ye#except for those among them who do wrong and then you
should not fear them but rather fear Mad so that | can complete My blessing to

yousothahopef ul l'y you wil|l be gui ded.
(Qur’an, 2:150)

But never forget that: -
AT ol i AT 2 5 5505 iy 2 s 18t 15 of 5
55 s eally @U AT g8 5 e QT 15 52 3T sy Sl
A5 13) 2y 48,4005 S50 75 ZMT SHI R TR EA WA

AN 12 Sl T calll St A o sally ST 5 el
—lt is not devoutness to turn your faces t

true devoutness are those who believe in Allah and the Lastti@egngels, the
Book and the Prophets, and who, despite their love for it, give away their wealth to
their relatives and to orphans and the very poor, and to travellers and beggars and
to set slaves free, and who perform prayer and give the alms; thossowbor
their contracts when they make them, and are steadfast in poverty and illness and in
battle. Those are the people who are true. They are the people who guard against
evil .|
(Qur’an, 2:177)

In the classical dictionary, the word Qibla is translated as meaning the direction to
which someone turns his face or attention, and within a religious context it would be
taken as the direction faced for prayer (Lughatul Qur’an). However let’s look at the
relevant ayaat.
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The following section speaks about the Qibla the most: -

The fools among the people will say: "What hath turned them from the Qibla to which
they were used?" Say: To Allah belong both east and West: He guides whom He will
to a straight path
(Qur’an, 2:142)

The 1% point here, is that gibla does not mean religious orientation, as the Muslims would not
have changed that, it is therefore a geographical orientation. Note also the mention that both
east and west belong to Allah, further confirming that this is a direction in a geographical
sense. Note also that the “fools” among the people would actually be able to tell that a
change had taken place for something that Muslims did, this gives credence to something
physical and obvious, Muslims can be seen praying in a direction, and nothing else...

Thus, have We made of you an Ummat justly balanced, that ye might be witnesses
over the nations, and the Messenger a witness over yourselves; and We appointed the
Qibla to which you were used, only to test those who followed the Messenger from
those whavould turn on their heels. Indeed it was (A change) momentous, except to
those guided by Allah. And never would Allah Make your faith of no effect. For Allah
is to all people Most surely full of kindness, Most Merciful.
(Qur’an, 2:143)

The change in the direction of the Qibla was to test the followers of the messenger.

Indeed We see the turning of your face to heaven, so We shall surely turn you to a
gibla which you shall like; turn then your face towards the Sacred Mosque, and
whereveryou are, turn your face towards it, and those who have been given the Book
most surely know that it is the truth from their Lord; and Allah is not at all heedless of
what they do.
(Qur’an, 2:144)

They were to turn to (the Ka’bah contained in) the Sacred Mosque. (An example of
the two being linked in 5:2, but even just the fact that the Mosque surrounding the
Ka’bah is called “The Sacred Mosque” is clear).

And even if you bring to those who have been given the Book every sign they would
not follow yourgibla (Sacred Mosque), nor can you be a follower of their gibla,
neither are they the followers of each other's gibla, and if you follow their desires
after the knowledge that has come to you, then you shall most surely be among the
unjust.
(Qur’an, 2:145)

We are told that the Jews and Christians would not turn towards the Sacred Mosque,
away from the directions they followed.

”/J.A.s QWWLAJ} 505 v,a;u NPT LJW,,U ey VAL,J\ <0
REXENTRTS HOSIUR 8 SEURPRIR D TGRS =X fCEE
&zéaeji;eéa;sﬁﬂf&ww;@éwﬁwtbfﬁuﬁ%w
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Those whom Weave given the Book recognize him as they recognize their sons, and
a party of them most surely conceal the truth while they know (it).

The truth is from your Lord, therefore you should not be of the doubters.
Andeveryonehas a direction to which he sHduurn, therefore hasten to (do) good
works; wherever you are, Allah will bring you all together; surely Allah has power

over all things.
And from whatsoever place you come forth, turn your face towards the Sacred
Mosque; and surely it is the very trutiorn your Lord, and Allah is not at all heedless
of what you do.
And from whatsoever place you come forth, turn your face towards the Sacred
Mosque; and wherever you are turn your faces towards it, so that people shall have
no accusation against you, excepth of them as are unjust; so do not fear them, and
fear Me, that | may complete My favour on you and that you may walk on the right
course.
(Qur’an, 2:146-150)

Wherever we decide to travel to on earth we are to direct ourselves toward the qibla,
the Sacred Mosque.

But turn to the Qibla why? What is the only thing that Muslims do that would require
them to need a direction that ALL Muslims would turn to? If you think about it, there
is actually no other action other than Salaah. In Salaah we stand and we bow and we
prostrate, but in what direction? The Qibla is the only conceivable answer given the
fact that Allah repeatedly emphasises that Muslims turn to it.

Either that, or you believe that Allah wants us to walk sideways always directing
ourselves to the Ka’bah. That makes no sense.

Let’s look at the next verse: -

et ) Tigss Ux.m ol Pl 1018 Ll ww G codl Was 43
eS| é)\j S uuuUzU 5 15 of e

Remember We made the House a place of assembly for men and a place of safety; and
take ye the station of Abraham as a place of prayer; and We covenanted with
Abraham and Isma'il, that they should safycMy House for those who compass it
round, or use it as a retreat, or bow, or prostrate themselves (therein in prayer)
(Qur’an, 2:125)
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We are reminded that people pray at the Ka’bah. Do they pray in every direction, to
and away from the Ka’bah? We are told that Allah told Abraham and Ismail to purify
the house (the Ka’bah) for 3 reasons: -

1. For those who circle around it.
2. For those who stay for worship in the Sacred mosque (compare to 2:187)
3. FOR THOSE WHO BOW AND PROSTRATE (in Salaah).

All of these three directly relating to the Ka’bah. Here we have an unquestionable
link between Salaah and the Ka’bah (something which defines a geographical
orientation for our Salaah).

Similarly with: -

.;jé&f;J\

And We | ocated the position of the House f
with Me and purify My House for those who circle it, and thosestdrad and bow

and prostrate.

(Qur’an, 22:26)

As a final point consider: -

The prophet and his followers followed the Qibla that others did (or were used to)
(2:142), but they probably just took it as they either were unsure of another or they
wanted the ka'bah (2:144) but were unsure (2:144) possibly due to the idols. The fact
that they were unsure PROVES that Allah DID NOT reveal to the prophet a Qibla
before this (hence we don't need other sources). Allah created this situation (that it
was the only well-known one, for example among the people of the book) to test the
believers once he finally assigned the ka'bah as the Qibla (2:142).

| believe that the information above is sufficient to conclude that Qibla makes no
sense except for the direction for prayer (within the above context at least).

The Call For Prayer

2 ©
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When you call to prayer they make a mockery and a gdmeThat is because they
are people who do not use their intellect.
(Qur’an, 5:58)

It is clear that the call for prayer is not specified in the Qur’an. Certainly the one now
used is not in the Qur’an. The Qur’an only acts to guide us to call to prayer and

guides us to not associate with Allah. Any call for prayer that fulfils both of these is
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Qur’anically allowable. Let us not forget that Muslims judge by consultation and so it
must be widely known and acknowledged. | would favour removing the reference to
Muhammad in the Azaan.
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—And those who answer t h 8alaahahdlwhosefaffairshnei r L o
are a matter of counsel, and who spend of
(Qur’an, 42:38)
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Timings Of TheSalaah
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Then when you have finished the prayer, remember Allah standing and sitting and
reclining; but when you are secure (from danger) keep up prayeely prayer
(Salaah) is a timed ordinance for the believers
(Qur’an, 4:103)
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It is clear from this verse, that we must indeed be able to derive timing information
for Salaah from the Qur’an.

This generally is the most contentious topic if you were to talk to the average muslim,
he would suggest that there should be 5, morning (Fajr), noon (Dhuhr), afternoon
(Asr), evening (Maghrib) and night (Isha’). My current understanding leads me to
believe that there are only 3 in the Qur’an, Fajr, Wusta and ‘Isha’ (Isha Having a
different time range than in Sunni thinking).

I will present the relevant verses and give what I believe to be the Qur’anic guidance
on prayer times. Once again we must recall that the Qur’an is complete and
sufficient, with this in mind, let us proceed.

| should state that the approach taken is to use only those verses that are seen to
refer to Salaah in a clear manner. There are many verses about praising and
glorifying Allah at many times. | make a distinction between glorification and
Salaah verses, because though one Glorifies Allah in Salaah, one does not need to
perform Salaah to glorify Allah, hence one does not necessarily imply the other. |
deal briefly with some of the Glorification verses in Appendix 2.

We must first note that a (24 hour) Yaum is broken up into 4 periods: -

1. Nahar — Day
1.1.From the darkness of the night till the point of sunrise.
1.2.From sunrise till the sun has set.
1.3.From the setting of the sun until the darkness of the night.
2. Layl —Night
2.1.The night with no light from the sun. (Layl)
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The Ends Of The Day

—Per f or m p enabpfdhe dagibrafdy-briataan) and(in the period close
to the night (va zulfann minal layl Good actions eradicate bad actions. This is a
reminder for people who pay
(Qur’an, 11:114)
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The two ends of the day are in fact the two ends of night but from the direction of the
day, and we are told to pray at those times at both ends of the day are close to the
night.

1 If we just take ‘tarafay-l-n a h a (tamafay js the dual plural of tarf) then this is
specifying two points in the day, but this defines no actual period, so we take
this expression with the next one to define the period...

If we understand taraf in this verse as ‘parts’, then complete ambiguity reigns.
Theterm_wa z ul f a nzulfahas amaahing bf aegress. Hence it
implies ‘and (in the period) close to the night’.

= =

Soif we understand that_ wa z u | f a hinfurthed explaihing tasafay-
n a h athen Wwe understand that we must perform our prayer at the times defined by:

1 Night, on both sides of the day.
9 The times (minutes/hours) in nearness to the night.

Now to be precise, we have only one of the two ends of the period defined precisely
here, the night. It is with 17:78 that we get complete precision.

If we don’t understand that _ wa z u | f a hinfurtied explaihing {tasajay-

n a h athen we would be told to pray at two points in the day which last a few

minutes, its only if we understandthat_ wa z u | f a higa furtherexaldnatidna y |
that we can get a sense of the time range for these two prayers.

In the current translations we usually see that this verse is translated as talking about
both sides of the day and some hours of the night. The ‘approaches of the night’
thought to refer to either ‘ishaa or maghrib and some include asr too... But what is
the two sides of the day referring to? All say morning and then some say the other
end is either asr or maghrib.

So this verse is ambiguous if it is understood traditionally. That these translations
(and hence the traditional understanding for them) are ambiguous, is clear.

The next verse: -
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—Perform prayer fr om licubkegnamy dne thesdarknessec | i ne s
of the ghasagilayl) night, and also the recitation at dawn. The dawn recitation is
certainly witnessed. I
(Qur'an, 17:78)
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Here we are told of two periods, first from the setting of the sun to the darkness of the
night, second in the dawn period. ‘liduluki-shams’ has been interpreted in two ways:-

1 The setting of the sun from the midday point, that is, the meridian.
9 The setting of the sun in the evening time.

Both of which can be found in Dictionaries.
The basic meaning of the word dalaka is ‘to rub’ or rubbing.

I will interpret duluk as the setting of the sun (when the sun is rubbing with the
horizon), as this then does not introduce the ambiguity associated with a period
stretching from noon (zuhr) till night (layl) with respect to Salaah. We must choose
the meaning of the word that removes ambiguity, not adds it.

So this verse defines exactly the period mentioned in 11:114 as the times close to the
night. Namely, the time where the sun has set until the darkness of the night. This
actually also defines the fajr prayer by symmetry (and working in the opposite
direction).

If we understand it as it is usually translated (decline from midday). Then
traditionally this period is referring to zuhr, asr, maghrib and ‘ishaa. But we are not
informed what period is for what prayer either directly or indirectly. From 11:114 if
you understand it as | wrote it above then you will know the ‘traditional’ periods for
maghrib and fajr, but not Ishaa’ or Asr or zuhr. In fact we will see that if there is to
be a night prayer, it would be a nafila, a voluntary one, and also, Asr Salaah is not
even mentioned.

If we then take this traditional understanding for 17:78 along with the traditional
understanding of 11:114, we are left in a state of confusion regarding the obligatory
prayer times.

Under the guidance of the Qur’an (4:103) we should at least be able to derive some
specific understanding from these verses, so we must reject the understanding and
translation given by the previous translators as they lead to ambiguous
understandings. My above translations can at least lead to a clear understanding, and
hence they are more likely to be true.
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The Middle Prayer

—S af e guar d—espeeiallypthe anddlerpsayesflaatul-Wustg. Stand in
obedience to All ah.
(Quran, 2:238)
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*Salawaat: This is the plural of Salaah, which is greater than two. This implies at
least 3 Salaah (singular), especially if there is to be a middle one.

This prayer, the middle prayer, is to be taken as the mid prayer of the day, time wise
and position wise.

Taking the Qur’an as complete, we must take that in its description as the middle
prayer we have a complete description of its timing and period. So if we fully make
use of the meaning of wusta in the sense of middle, then we can derive that the time
of this middle prayer can be defined as follows.

It makes sense to think that the middle prayer cannot be in an instant, hence it is not
between two specific points, so what is it in the middle of? It would have to be in the
middle of the two periods we already have defined.

We already have 4 points defined by the Qur’an, 2 points for each of the dawn and
sunset periods. The period defining the middle prayer can have its two end points
defined by: -

1 The midpoint between first light (the start of the fajr prayer period) and the
point of sunset (the start of the ‘isha prayer period). This gives the start of the
middle prayer period.

1 The midpoint between sunrise (the end of the fajr prayer period) and night (the
end of the ‘isha prayer period). This gives the end of the middle prayer
period.

Stated otherwise, the time range is the same duration as the sunset/sunrise time range
(which should be theoretically identical), which is a consequence of the mid prayer
time range being centred between the other two.

This means that this is a short time range, generally a couple hours placed around the
midday point.
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Midday

Sunrise Sunset

First light Last light

If we look at the following verse: -
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"O you who believe, when tlsalaahis announced on Friday, you shall hasten to the
commemoration of God, and grall business. This is better for you, if you only
knew. Once the prayer is completed, you may spread through the land to seek God's
bounties, and continue to remember God frequently, that you may succeed."
(Qur’an, 62:9-10)
That one would leave his business and trade to go to the prayer implies it is in the pre-
noon/noon/afternoon time. That one could return to trade etc. implies that there is a
useful portion of the day left. If this prayer was an evening one, then it is unlikely
people would have been returning to their trade.

Some have used the following verse to try and refute having the Salaatul wusta at
around midday by using the following verse: -
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O you who believe! let those whom your right hands possess and those of you who

have not attained to puberty ask permission of you timees; beforetie morning

(fajr) prayer, and when you put off your clothes at midday (zzahira), and after the
evening prayer (_ishaa‘“); these are three
for you nor for them besides these, some of you must go round aboung)agibn
others; thus does Allah make clear to you the communications, and Allah is Knowing,

Wise.
(Qur’an, 24:58)

They say that the prayer is not mentioned at the time when zuhr is mentioned above,
but the point to be noted here is that Allah is taking about potential times of undress,
not prayer times. You may change your cloths to ‘day cloths’ before fajr prayer, you
may change your cloths if you have a short break midday to relax and get out of the
sun, and you may change your cloths at night after you have prayed the ishaa prayer.
You would not need to change your cloths at the Salaahul wusta... Also, this has a
time range larger than just the point of noon and hence it need not correspond with the
noon nap/break/whatever, it could be before you go for the rest or after it. Whereas
for the fajr prayer, changing clothes is more likely before and for the ‘isha prayer,
changing clothes is more likely after.

Also, if we look at these (glorification) verses: -
Gs ks o3Vl wladl o T 5 Ot Gy 08 G ol Dl
—Therefore glory be to All ah when you ente
you engr upon the time of the morning. And to Him belongs praise in the heavens

and the earth, and at nightfall and when you arenatday (tuzhiroon) |l
(Qur’an, 30:17-18)

We can see here that glorification of Allah takes place here dawn, evening, night and
in the noon. If glorification can take place at noon, why not Salaah? In fact, it can be
seen in the appendix that glorification timings in the Qur’an seem to accord for the
most part with the Salaah timings...

So the middle prayer is in the pre-noon/noon/afternoon, and Allah says that we should
not allow trade to keep us away from this prayer. Hence we must seek to avoid
delaying praying it in its midday time, which is not that long.

And if we again recall: -

—Safeguard the pralyerpraysmpec$tadng itrheo bme d
(Qur'an, 2:238)
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We will note that we should try to avoid delaying the prayer. We should not allow the
hustle and bustle of our day to artificially delay the prayer, as we could easily miss it
due its timing and duration.

Please refer to appendix 3 to see a brief analysis of various ways to analyse the Salaah
verses and a justification for the selection of the above understanding.

The Friday Prayer
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O you who believe! when the call is made for prayer on Friday, then hasten to the
remembrance of Allah and leave off trading; that is better for you, if you know.
And when the prayer is ended, then disperse abroad in the land and seek of Allah's
grace, andemember Allah meth, that you may be successful.
But when they see merchandise or some amusement they break up for it, and leave
you standing. Say: What is with Allah is better than sport and (better) than
merchandise, and Allah is the best of Sustainers.
(Qur’an, 62:9-11)

This ayah establishes that the Friday prayer is one that all Muslims must go to
regardless of whether they may lose profit or not, and in fact there is special emphasis
on not letting trade distract them. But what about its timing? Is it referring to the Fajr
prayer, Midday prayer or ‘isha prayer?

Now | have argued previously that the fact that we can return to business would imply
that it would be at midday, but it has been noted that people now work at all hours of
the day and night, so where would that leave us?

Well we can look at it in a few ways, Allah says in the Qur’an: -

Woaah 14253 55033 5T Wass J,U\ 7 Ul 35T 50 4200 dass
f)’\.‘..,a.n.:“/ 2 QLM Y %L:s”:" 353 Q\.:M}\j 'MJ*;’ | 30 \,J;.J’/°:/j : }’j

—We ntlee chight and day two Signs. We blotted out the Sign of the night and made
the Sign of the day a time for seeing so that you can seek favour/bounty from your
Lord and will know the number of years and the reckoning of time. We have made all
thingsverya@ ar . |l

(Qur’an, 17:12)
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It is He Who appointed the night for you, so that you could rest in it, and the
day for seeing. There are certainly Signs in that for people who listen.
(Qur’an, 10:67)

So these would imply that it was in the plan of Allah that we would use the night for
rest and sleep and the day for the seeking of our bounty (I think this pattern may well
be biologically designed into us too). And it is indeed still the predominant pattern of
work to work the day and not the night, although people are slipping into the night
with work more and more, but still I would think day workers outnumber night
workers.

The next point to be considered is that the midday point is the point at which the
majority of people are likely to be working and making their money, whereas as you
would go to either end of the day, the number of people steeped in business such that
they would struggle to leave it (refer to 62:11), would decrease significantly. Hence
the midday prayer would target the majority of people (at all times), and this
maximises the test of leaving business and profit, which then maximises the benefit of
remembering Allah in our worldly toils.

“O you who believe! let those whom your right hands possess and those of you who
have not attained puberty ask permission of foee timesbeforethe morning

(fajri) prayer, andwhenyou put off your clothes at midday (zzahira), afteérthe

evening prayer (_ishaa‘'); these are three
for you nor for them besides these, some of yaat go round about (waiting) upon
others; thus does Allah make clear to you the communications, and Allah is Knowing,

Wi se. |l
(Qur’an, 24:58)

This verse helps us to understand that Allah is talking to the Arabs and their patterns;
this then helps us to understand the Friday prayer verse too and its timing.

We see that the general pattern was that they would only be putting their clothes on
before the fajr prayer (hence not out at work to be distracted by minimal trading
opportunities). We see that they generally might take off their clothes midday
(neither before nor after Salaah is mentioned), though on Friday it may or may not be
done. They would generally take off their clothes at night after having completed
their evening/sunset prayer.

These indicate a lifestyle that revolved around generally daytime hustle and bustle and
generally rest by night. And so when Allah commands them not to be distracted by
trade from the Friday prayer, they would naturally understand that this would be the
middle/daytime prayer. And this also manifests itself in the continuing and somewhat
preserved practice of praying the Friday prayer at midday and with an audible voice.
Note also (Qur’an, 24:36-37).
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Duration Of Salaah

The duration of Salaah can be derived by considering the very purpose of Salaah,
namely to bring Allah to remembrance.
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"l am God; there is no other god beside;Meu shall worship Me alone, ambserve
the Salaah(Prayers) to remember ME
(Qur’an, 20:14)

This implies directly that Salaah must be performed until one has properly brought
Allah to remembrance. It is the state of mind that is the Goal in Salaah and not the
performance of 3 or 4 rak’as.

And so one should not rush Salaah under normal circumstances. But we are allowed
to shorten our Salaah at times when extending them could cause unease in us due to
fear of attack, Allah describes this when we are on a journey and we fear the
possibility of attack.
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—Wén you are travelling in the land, there is nothing wrong in your shortening your
prayer i f you fear that those who
(Qur’an, 4:101)

Positions ForSalaah
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—Those who repent, those who wtbhoseswhd p,
bow, those who prostrat¢ghose who command the right, those who forbid the wrong,
those who preserve the | imits of Al

(Qur’an, 9:112)
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Muhammad is the Messenger of All@mnd those with him are forceful against the
disbelievers, mercifdmong themselves. You see tlbenving and prostratindin
prayer], seeking bounty from Allah and [His] pleasure. Timeark is on their faces
from the trace of prostrationThat is their description in the Torah. And their
description in the Gospel is agpéant which produces its offshoots and strengthens
them so they grow firm and stand upon their stalks, delighting the sesethat
Allah may enrage by them the disbelievers. Allah has promised those who believe and
do righteous deeds among them foegigss and a great reward
(Qur’an, 48:29)
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"You shall consistently observe tBalaah, especially the middle prayer, and
STAND before God in submission."
(Qur’an, 2:238)

Perform prayer $alaal) and give the alms arfibw with those who bow
(Qur’an, 2:43)
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—When ye travel through the earth, there
prayers Salaal), for fear the Unbelievers May attack you: For the Unbedies are
unto you open enemiesnd when thou (O Muhammad) art among them and
arranges(their) worship for them, let only a party of thetandwith thee (to

worship) and let them take theirms. Therwhen they havprostratedlet them fall to
the rear and let another party come that hath not worshipped and let them worship
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with thee, and let them take their precaution and their arms. Those who disbelieve
long for you to neglect your arms and your bageg that they may attack you once for
all. It is no sin for you to lay aside your arms, if rain impedeth you or ye are sick. But
take your precaution. Lo! Allah prepareth for the disbelievers shameful punishment.

Then when you have finished the prayer,getber Allah standing and sitting
and reclining; but when you are secure (from danger) keep up prayer; surely prayer
I's a timed ordinance for the beli
(Qur’an, 4:101-103)
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—Only those believe in Our verses (ayaat)
down prostrate and exalt/glorify with/by praise of their Lord, and they are not
scornfull
(Qur’an, 32:15)
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And if you fear [an enemy, then pray] on foot or riding. But when you are secure, then
remember Allah [in prayer], as ¢lhas taught you that which you did not [previously]
know.
(Qur’an 2:239)

It must be noted that Allah wants us to glorify him through the day, through
remembrance and Qur’anic recital, and to bow with the recitation of the Qur’an if we
can. We need not limit our bowing and prostrating only to the obligatory Salaah
times.

Please refer to the summary for overall Salaah details.

Words For Salaah

Below are some examples of what we could say: -

Say: "Call upon Allah, or call upon Rahman: by whatever name ye call upon Him, (it
is well): for to Him belong the Most Beautiful Names. Neither speak thy Prayer
(Salaal) aloud, nor speak it in a low tone, but seek ddi@ course betweerSay:
"Praise be to Allah, who begets no son, and has no partner in (His) dominion: Nor
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(needs) He any to protect Him from humiliation: yea, magnify Him for His
greatness and glory!
(Qur’an, 17:110-111)
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"You shall recite what i s revealed
the Salaah"
(Qur’an, 29:45)
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—Then celebrate with praises the

(Qur’an, 56:74)
This is like ‘subhana rabiall-a’la’ as now stated in sujud.
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—Gl or i fy ywauer nlaomed ,o0ft he Most
(Qur’an, 87:01)

This is like ‘subhana rabiall-‘azeem’’ as now stated in ruku’.

Note also: -
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—And glorify Him during the night and

(Qur’an, 50:40)

We must glorify Allah and recite the Qur’an with the goal of remembering Allah. We

must glorify and talk only to Allah, our Salaah should be devoted solely to our
Creator and Sustainer.

z
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—Only those believe in Our verses

scornfull
(Qur’an, 32:15)

The Qur’an is the guide for and source of what we say in Salaah.
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Let us once again recall: -
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"Say, "MySalaah(Prayers), my worship practices, my life and my death, are all
devoted absolutely to Allakhe Lord of the universeé-de has no partner. This is what
| am commanded to believe, and | am the first to submit.”
(Qur’an, 6:162-163)

Let us shun idolatry in personality or object. No more words of praise or blessing to
any prophet in our prayers. They are only men with no power to do anything for us
other than guarantee us hellfire if we join them with God in our worship.

If we are to make a proclamation of witness to our belief in Allah then we can do it as
Allah has mentioned in the Qur’an: -

Allah (Himself) is Witness that there is no ilah (deity) save Him. And the angels and
the men of learning (too are witness). Maintaining His creation in justice, there is no
Allah save Him the Almighty, the Wise.
(Qur’an, 3:18)

So we state “Inni ash-hadu an laa ilaha ill-Allah!”
—... Nei t her s [Salaallaloudynor speakatynea tow tone, maek a
middle course betweeh.
(Qur’an, 17:110)
When we pray alone we should vocalise our recitation and glorification.
When we pray in groups this is impractical and so there should be one reciter etc...
Like we now have in the Friday prayer. The Friday is also likely to be the best-
preserved practice of Salaah through the ages.
The Qur’an is truly an essential part of Salaah, its recitation brings us in awe and

humbleness of our creator so that we feel ever more compelled to bow and prostrate
while praising and glorifying Allah the exalted.

What About The Tashahhud?
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We are supposed to say fiPeace be upon you, O Prophet, and Allah'scymand
blessings in the first tashahhud (or the first part of the tashahhud).

In the Qur’an the times when salaam is said of prophets after they die do not include
more immediate and personal terms like ‘you’. Read surah 37, examples are ‘Peace
upon elias’, ‘Peace upon ibrahim’... So the way this salaam is sent on the prophet
Muhammad has no precise Qur’anic basis. I think that it is overly personal, like
Muhammad is there to hear... He is not.

Did the prophet actually also say this when he prayed? I’d say no. Can you imagine

him saying this to himself on a daily basis? This same argument can be said about the

second part of the tashahhud where “O Allah, send Grace and Honour on Muhammad

and on the family and true followers of Muhammad just as you sent Grace and

Honour on I brahim and on the fllasmaidl.y and tr

Did Muhammad say that? How is this bringing Allah into remembrance? It’s not.
Recall that this is the function of Salaah. We cannot say that remembering
Muhammad makes us remember Allah as there is no intermediary to the remembrance
of Allah.

Does Allah tell us to do this as part of our Salaah? No. It therefore cannot be a
required part of Salaah, as Muhammad has no authority to create any new Islamic
rules/laws.

The Conclusion OfSalaah

Two other issues to do with the ending of Salaah (apart from the words of the
tashahhud) are raising the index finger when saying, “I bear witness that that there is
nothing worthy of worship other than Allah” etc... This cannot be a required part of
Salaah as it is not mandated by Allah.

Saying salaam to the recording angels at the end of each prayer. This is not mandated
by Allah and is a practice that cannot be said to be a part of Salaah.

Benefits Of Salaah
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—Recite that which has been revealed to
(Salaaly; surely prayer Salaal) keeps (one) away from indecency and ewvid
certainly theremembrance of Allah is thgreatest and Al |l ah knows wha:
(Qur’an, 29:45)
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And remember: -
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"l am God; there is no other god besidie; you shall worship Me alone, antbserve

the Salaah(Prayers) to remember ME
(Qur’an, 20:14)

So Salaah brings Allah to remembrance, and the remembrance of Allah keeps away
from indecency and evil. This is indeed a multifaceted benefit. Al hamdu lillah.

Get The Family ToPray
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Instruct your family to perform prayefélaal), andbe constant in itWe do not ask
you for provision. We provide for you. And the outcome rests on doing your duty.

(Qur’an 20:132)

Always Keep Your Prayers
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—Safequard prayerand note the middle one. Stancbib e di en c e

(Qur'an, 2:238)

—T h o s safegqulard their prayer |l
(Quran, 23:9)
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—( T h e pot distraetéd by trade or commeré®m the remembrance of Allah

and the performance of prayer and giving alms; fearing a day when all hearts and
eyes wil |l be in tur moi

(Qur'an, 24:37)
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—Those who perform prayer arade constant in it |l
(Qur'an, 70:22)

Allah expects us to pray even when we are out to battle (if we are not fighting at that
point). Ifitis at all possible to do Salaah, we must. It is so important to bring Allah
to remembrance as part of duty with Salaah and with the Praise and Glorification of

Allah at All times.

Summary on Salaah

You start the Salaah by standing (especially 4:101-103 where we see that the Salaah
starts with standing, see also 2:125,238) and reciting from the Qur’an (29:45), in an
audible voice (17:110). After the recitation you go to bowing and then prostrating
(2:43, 125, see also 22:26, 77), the Salaah ends on a prostration (4:101-103 we see
here that after a/the sujud the Salaah ends). From 2:239, we know that salaah is not
just standing, which is the opinion of some Muslims. We see that standing (only) for
prayer is only in times of fear.

There is no indication as to how many times to do a “rak’a” or even what a “rak’a” is.
Salaah works by inspiring remembrance of Allah and his greatness through the
recitation of the Qur’an while standing, we then bow and prostrate to physically
express the feelings of humbleness/gratitude/fear/love/submission/etc. that the Qur’an
has inspired in us and to glorify and praise Allah. As the following verse indicates: -
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—Only those believe in Our verses (ayaat)
down prostrate and exalt/glorify with/by praise of their Lord, and they are not
scornfull
(Qur’an, 32:15)

How many “rak’a”? If we are to understand the term “rak’a” as the series of motions
from standing, bowing and prostrating as a “rak’a”, then as Allah does not stipulate a
number, then there is no specified number that MUST be performed except 1 which is
the absolute minimum unless with the exception even to doing a “rak’a” as given by
(2:239). But there is no reason why for the sake of communal Salaah we cannot agree
upon a number. As | stated earlier, the best-preserved physical practice of Salaah is
likely to be the Friday prayer as this was communally done from the very start.

To those who say that as you can shorten the prayer then it must be at least 2 “rak’a”,
the following two points can be made: -

1 No such thing as a “rak’a” concept in the Qur’an
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1 You shorten your prayer when you are traveling and fear an enemy, and at
such times you can pray on horseback/car/bike or even when just standing. So
the concept of a “rak’a” does not even come into it!

We note in it the vocalised recitation of the Qur’an, which is not practiced in normal
zuhr and ‘asr Salaah, against Allah’s command in (17:110). This is one point in
support of its greater authenticity.

Qur’anically there is no harm in doing 2, 3 or 4 “rak’a”. So there is not a problem in
praying with other Muslims for the most part and Allah knows best.

The prayer times are the dawn period, the sunset period and the period that is
precisely between them temporally. Pray until you have remembered Allah properly.

We must not dedicate our Salaah to any other than Allah, so no salaam to Muhammad
or any prayers for him to be blessed etc... Also the practice of saying salaam to the
recording angels has no Qur’anic basis and adds nothing towards remembering and
glorifying Allah. Just always keep in mind during Salaah, “who am I glorifying by
this action and word?”

Remember always: -

"Say, "MySalaah(Prayers), my worship practices, my life and my death, are all
devoted absolutely to Allghthe Lord of the universd-de has no partner. This is what
| am commanded to believe, and | am the first to submit."
(Qur’an, 6:162-163)

Your Salaah is ONLY for Allah.

Problematic Verse®

The following verse was pointed out to me before as evidence (for some reason) that
we need to look outside the Qur’an for data on prayer: -

—l f ye fear (an enemy), then (pray) on f o
remember Allalin the manneHe has taught you, which ye knew.ndt ( Qur * an,
2:239)
This is true, Allah has revealed the Qur’an which is also known as the zikr (reminder).
In it we learn from Allah how to glorify and remember him. Consider for example:-
—Sad. By t hethgRemémbaranceH o I(Qiumrgdg an, 38: 1)
—That is what We r edhewigeRenondeylbu( Quor tdre, S3 gh
—We did nobhes®ud’  dowhotyou to make you mi
reminderf or t hose who hav3 fear . Il (Qur ‘ a
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—T h os e wh ®enreraljraacevhen it domes to thednuly it is a Mighty
Book I (Qur “an, 41:41)

—A n d haWenot taught him poetry, nor is it meet for him; it is nothingabut
reminder andla(@uaianQuB6af9)

Those who remember Allah, standing, sitting and lying on their sides, and reflect on
the creation of the heavens and the earth: 'Our Lord, You have not created this for
nothing. Glory be to You! So safeguard us from the punishment of the Fire. Our Lord,
those You cast into the Fire, You have indeed disgraced. The wrongdoers will have no

helpers. Our Lord, we heard a caller calling us to faith: "Believe in your Lord!" and

we believed. Our Lord, forgive us our wrong actions, erase our bad actions from us

andtake us back to You with those who are truly good. Our Lord, give us what You

promised us through Your Messengers, and do not disgrace us on the Day of Rising.
You do not break Your promise.' (Qur'an, 3:41%94)

—You who beli eve! WjereontheyDayof Faiday hastenltolthed t o p
remembrance of Al l ah and abandon trade. Th
(Qur *an, 62:9)

Also through Salaah with the recitation of the Qur’an we remember Allah.
We must not forget what Allah said when he said: -

—Their p

ray at the House (Ka®bah) is no
the punishm

r
nt because you disbelieved!l

Allah has taught us in the Qur’an to bow and worship only him, to recite the Qur’an to
remember Allah and in prayer, to remember Allah and glorify him at any time and
bow to Allah.

This knowledge was not with the stupid Arabs before Allah revealed it to them
through his prophet Muhammad. They may well have brought Allah to remembrance
with ‘partners’ and statues and stupid sacrifices and no doubt stupid chants and
customs. Their actions were empty and superficial; their supplications were no more
than noises.

Hence with the Qur’an Allah truly did teach us the error of such things and guided us
to proper remembrance of Allah.

Conclusion

My method has been to find the most unambiguous understanding of the two primary
verses. I take it as a Qur’anically defined axiom that the Qur’an is complete and
detailed, I will therefore seek to interpret and understand it in a manner that is in
harmony with this axiom.
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This has been my approach, and the document above represents my efforts in that
direction. | pray I have not made errors, and if | have I pray Allah helps me see them,
either by my own effort or by the words of another.

All praise to Allah the Creator and Sustainer of all that Exists. The One who creates
every moment of our existence and who is closer to us than our jugular veins.

Gl 25 ) A

Appendix 1. The Complete And DetailedQu r 6 a n

"And certainly We have repeated for humar
example, but the majority of humankind do not congeanything but denying."
(17:89)

—We have put forth for humans, in this Quli
may r e m@xb.er |

"A. L. R. These are the verses of a Boakd a Qur'an that makes things clear. "
(15:1)

"We have not instructethé (Prophet) in Poetry, nor is it meet for him: this is no less
than a Message and a Qur'an making things cle#86'69)

"And We have revealed the Book to you which has the clear explanation of
everything, and a guidance and mercy and good news fag thios submit.(16:89)

—Shall I then seek a Ruler other than Al a
the Book (which ({641) distinctly det:

—An d c e r haeibnought themea Book, which We have detailed with
knowl edge, a guidance and@bhercy for a

—A Book of which the verses are distinctly
k no @#1l3)

—l ndeed We have inaedde ftohre av eprescepsi6etk@wihao t ak e
—Thus do We make the revel at (1b2d)s det ai | e

—Thus do We make the revel ations detailed
(30:28)
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—l s it not e n o bagdrevéaled to yolhtleeBook, wlach is Meted to
t hem? Most surely there is a mercy in this
(29:51)

5:44-50: - With reference to the Jews then the Christians then to Muslims, Allah
repeatedly tells us that we must ONLY follow that which is revealed and not the
words and opinions of men, which is the judgement of the times of ignorance.

—And the Messenger will say: O my Lord! S
Qur “an. I (25:30)

This is not an exhaustive list. For more details on the completeness of the Qur’an for
our guidance please email me.
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Appendix 2: The Glorification Verses

Arabic word transl ations: (Qusribnagn )Laneds L.

Bukran:- early morning. (bakr)

Asaal (plu of aseela) root, base, foundation, evening time (similar to ‘asheeyan, its
like when the sun is rooted in the horizon) (Lane LEXICON and lughatu lqur’an)
Gudoo: early morning

Layl: night

Fajr: Dawn

Zuhr: noon

0 i s hlatg) dvening

ma s a(eardy) evening.

Sabaah morning.

What | hope to explore here are the timings that have been associated with the act of
glorification. | must state that one or two above words can have differing meanings,
for example the ‘ishaa and asaal. I simply chose the meaning that I thought could be
nicely linked to the Salaah verses. It may be noted that in the classical dictionaries,
some of the meanings of these periods have been derived from Sunni practices. |
have as a rule not taken these to necessarily be the true and original meanings of these
words.

In the following verses | include the transliterated words from the Arabic text relating
directly to times. So let’s begin: -

—So0o be steadfast in the face of what they
therisingofths un (tul ool shams) and before its s
Him during part of the night (layl) and at the (atraaf) parts of the day (nahar), so that

hopefully you wil!/ be pleased. Il (Qur‘“an, 2

This ayah tells us to glorify Allah: -

Before sunrise

Before sunset

During part of the night
During parts* of the day.

= =4 =4 =4

At the atraaf (Atraaf = plural greater than 2) of the day. In 11:114 Allah commands
us to perform prayer at (tarafay) the sides (plural dual) of the day and in the times
approaching the night. The word tarf can mean side as well as part, extremity, edge,
ends etc... The most logical meaning would be to take it as ‘part’. So atraafu-nahar
can mean parts of the day.

So in short, Allah is asking us to glorify him at all times. If we read on, in 20:132 we
see that we are told to enjoin prayer in a manner distinct from the glorification verse
(20:130). I therefore take them to be representing to differing yet not mutually
exclusive phenomena.
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—So0 glory be t o Advdniagheanyewmng)aodwhea yotu enter t h e
the morning. Praise be to Him in the heave,l
evening and when you reach -b8§) dday (tuzhiro

—So0 remain steadfast. Al $sdohyogwrpngactionse i s t
and glorify your Lord with praise in the |
morning (abkar). Il (Qur“an, 40:55)

—So0 wait steadfast!l y #$youaretcdrtainlyjpefaegOeirment of
eyes. And glorify and praise youord when you get up. And glorify Him in the night
(layl) and when the stars sel9)/ fade out (da:

—(1lt 1 s) so that you might all/l believe in .
respect Him and glorify Himinthe morning 0 k r an) and t he evening
(Qur *an, 48:9)

—We subjected the mountains tyeaglhtor i fy wit|
sunrise (isharaaq).ll (Qur‘“an, 38:18)

—You who believel! Remember Al l ah much, and
andt he evening (ase#®) a).ll (Qur*an, 33:41
—I n houses which All ah has permitted to be
remembered, there are men who proclaim His glory morning (bukratan) and evening
(aseela), Il (Qur*an, 24:36)

—He (Zakariyy gpeoplefmmibe Uppet Roamoandhgestured to them
to glorify Allah in the morywahgl (pQUraaman)
19:11)

—He (Zakariyya) said, _My Lord, appoint a
you will not speak to people fthree days, except by gesture. Remember your Lord

much and glorify Hiyvm)i andhaféeéwvenidrmagin( (adlkea
3:41)

—Remember your Lord in yourself humbly and
morning (Qudoey) and evening (asha) . Do not be one of the wun
7:205)

—Restrain yourself patiently wityandhose wh
e v eni ngye)deswingHe gace. Do not turn your eyes from them, desiring the

attractions of this world. And daot obey someone whose heart We have made

neglectful of Our remembrance and who follows his own whims and desires and

whose | ife has transgressed all bounds. I (

—I' n houses which All ah has permitted to be
remenbered, there are men who proclaim His glory morning (guded and evening

(asaal), not distracted by trade or commerce from the remembrance of Allah and the
performance of prayer and the giving of the alms; fearing a day when all hearts and
eyeswillben t ur moi |l . I-30)Qur " an, 24: 36
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—Remember the Name of vy Lord in the mor
(

our
(aseel a) .| Qur “an, 76:25)

—And they say: "Tales of the ancients, whi
dictated before him morning (bukraitgdg and eveniQug ‘2&&seel a) . "

It is interesting to note that in these two times of Salaah and glorification when
Muhammad was likely to be out of sight, the kuffar say that he is being told what to
write of the Qur’an.

—Wh at ever dreintinedi@avenhsharedrthe earth do prostrate themselves to
Allah (Acknowledging subjection)yith goodwill or in spite of themselves: so do

their shadows in the morning (gudeacee) and evenings (asaal, this context defines
asaal which is sometimesmistra | at ed asQuaf tl&@nhoon) I . (

—Send not away those who -wa&bndevenmgt heir Lor
( _ a gyé),esexking His face. In naught art thou accountable for them, and in naught

are they accountable for thee, that thou shouldst tikem away, and thus be (one) of

t he umuusa@sddl, (

If we read through these verses (which are not exhaustive, but they are fairly)
representative, we find that the times of glorification fall into the following regions: -

Night time: -
1 52:48-49, 20:130

Morning and Evening time (early and late evening): -
1 20:130, 30:17-18, 40:55, 52:48-49, 48:9, 38:18, 33:41-42, 24:36, 19:11, 3:41,
6:52,76:25 etc...

Noontime: -
1 30:17-18, 20:130 (indirectly)

At All times: -
M1 20:130

| think therefore that in accordance with the Salaah timings, the
glorification/supplication timings would generally fit in and around the same time
regions. Some are just after a Salaah region or before or within it. Nevertheless,
Glorification is a different thing from Salaah in the Qur’an and their timings need not
accord.

Let us be clear that Allah wants us to keep him in remembrance at all times, because
let us recall Allah orders us to establish Salaah to remember him, and surely the
remembrance of Allah is the greatest.

Truly Allah is the greatest. He orders us to read the Qur’an to remember him, to

appreciate his mercy and power, to express our devotion physically in body by
bowing and prostrating.
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And he tells us of glorification at various times because truly those who glorify Allah
have properly remembered him.

And in the act of Salaah and glorification when we bring Allah into remembrance and
with Allah in remembrance we are protected from Satan and averted from evil action.

All praise to Allah, surely there is none other deserving of our total submission.
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